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Death 
By George Walker Whitcomb 


EATH! I have never met with you 
Although we seem related, 
Perhaps before you get to me 
Your hunger will be sated. 


But if I meet you I’ve good news: 
You’ve been annulled full surely ; 

Your sting my mighty Saviour took. 
In Him I rest securely. 


No place around my friendly board 
For you is in my story, 

For I have heard souls (Enoch-like} 
May mount, death-free, to glory? 


Go Straight Ahead ! 


When the way of duty is completely 
blocked, it is time to go straight ahead. 
Many years ago, before the days of auto- 
mobiles, the former Editor of this paper, 
H. Clay Trumbull, wrote a stirring chal- 
lenge to the faith that looks to God 
rather than to obstacles. He said: 
“There is a self-opening gate which is 
sometimes used in country roads. It 
stands fast and firm across the road as 
a traveler approaches it. If he stops 
before he gets to it, it won’t open. But 
if he will drive right at it, his wagon 
wheels press the springs below the road- 
way, and the gate swings back to let 
him through. He must push right on at 
the closed gate, or it will continue 
closed. This illustrates the way to pass 
every barrier on the road to duty. 
Whether it is a river, a gate, or a moun- 
tain, all the child of God has to do is to 
go for it. If it is a river, it will dry up 
when you put your feet in its waters. 
If-it is a gate, it will fly open when you 
are near enough to it and are still push- 
ing on. If it is a mountain, it will be 


lifted up and cast into the sea, when 
you come squarely up, without flinching, 
to where you thought it was. Is there a 
great barrier across your path of duty 
just now? Just go for it, in the name 
of the Lord, and it won’t be there!” 


=< 


A Fact and Two Promises 

There is an important difference be- 
tween the facts that God declares in his 
Word, and the promises he makes. Both 
are true, both are precious, but they are 
to be used differently. We must not 
make the mistake of praying for facts, or 
asking God to bring them to pass: we 
must claim the facts with thanksgiving. 
As Dr. Griffith Thomas used to say, “We 
are to claim the facts, and plead the 
promises.” A devoted pastor in Locke- 
ford, Calif., the Rev. O. M. Tempie, with 
whom the Editor has had fellowship 
these many years in Victorious Life 
conferences, writes in a personal letter 
of the cheer that came to his heart as 
he preached recently on the two prom- 
ises and the one fact of Colossians 3:4: 


x 


“When Christ, who is our life, shall ap- 
pear, then shall ye also appear with him 
in glory.” Mr. Temple writes: “He, the 
Lord of Glory —my Saviour — shall ap- 
pear. Every born-again one (myself in- 
cluded) shall appear with him in glory. 
And he is now our life.” Then he quotes 
from a recent poem published in the 
Times, “How can my heart contain it 
all?” The fact that the Son of God, 
himself Life, is actually and literally the 
life of every believer, is the heart and 
glory of the Gospel. It is a present fact 
for every believer from the moment of 
the new birth by faith in Christ as Sav- 
iour, And “this same Jesus” is coming 
again, “in like manner,” as the disciples 
saw him “go into heaven” (Acts 1:11). 
“T will come again, and receive you unto 
myself” (John 14:3), he promised, and 
he will keep every promise he ever 
made. But to those who have received 
him as Saviour he gives all that he is 
and all that he has; therefore his return 
and appearance in glory means that we 
who believe shall “also appear with him 
in glory.” Could God do more for us 
than that which he has done and will do? 
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The Rapture and The Tribulation 


NE wishes it were possible to 
QO recommend whole-heartedly the 

thought-provoking book by Alex- 
ander Reese on the Lord’s return, “The 
Approaching Advent of Christ.”1 Much 
hard work and wide reading have gone 
into its preparation. Its title suggests that 
it deals with the most timely subject of 
present concern. Unfortunately the title 
promises something quite different from 
what the book actually presents. Far 
from being a comprehensive treatise on 
the Second Advent, the book is devoted 
to one question alone, whether the 
Church goes through the Great Tribu- 
lation before being caught up to meet 
its Lord in the air. Mr. Reese is deter- 
mined with all his soul to prove that it 
does. It is as if one were to entitle a 
book, “The Administration of Franklin 
D. Roosevelt,” and then devote it en- 
tirely to a discussion of the attitude of 
President Roosevelt toward the Ameri- 
can Legion. 

Aside altogether from the right or 
wrong of the author’s position, one is 
impelled to consider whether such a 
book is of real use. Certainly it is well 





1 Zondervan Publishing House, Grand Rap- 
ids, Mich., $2.50. May be obtained from the 
Times Book Service, 1721 Spring Garden St., 
Philadelphia. Please add 10 cents for postage. 


that men investigate any question with 
which God’s Word deals; any light that 
can be shed upon the Bible’s teaching on 
any question whatever is of value. At 
the same time we must recognize that 
many matters are taught clearly in the 
Bible, while many others are left with- 
out the means for their compiete deter- 
minaticn. The so-called Liberal takes 
the attitude that nothing of factual or 
prophetic nature is of importance as re- 
gards Christian fellowship. “Let us unite 
on a basis of spiritual interest, and for- 
get such differences,” he says. At the 
other extreme we find those who insist 
on absolute agreement regarding many 
points on which earnest Christians may 
differ in interpreting Scripture. Of the 
two extremes, the latter is surely by far 
the better. Yet one should not forget 
the words of the apostle Paul in 2 Tim- 
othy 2:14, “Charging them before the 
Lord that they strive not about words to 
no profit, but to the subverting of the 
hearers” (compare also v. 23). It is ex- 
tremely important to determine the 
proper position between the two ex- 
tremes. Mr. Reese shows great heat, at 
times, in his opposition to those who 
believe that God has promised to catch 
away his Church before the coming of 
the Great Tribulation. On a point on 
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which men of proved loyalty to the great 
fundamentals are found on both sides, 
more restraint would seem to be more 
becoming. 


IMPORTANCE OF PREMILLENNIALISM 


This is not meant to suggest that the 
greater question of premillennialism is 
one of little moment. As our Lord’s 
return draws nearer, it becomes increas- 
ingly clear that the vast majority of 
those who are ready to stand uncompro- 
misingly for the great fundamentals of 
the Christian faith, and who are willing 
to suffer if need be for that stand, look 
for the premillennial coming of Christ, 
—that is, that he is coming in visible, 
bodily presence to establish his King- 
dom on earth. This question strikes near 
the heart of one’s attitude toward the 
Word of God, for premillennialism is so 
clearly taught in it that one rejecting 
this doctrine must of necessity introduce 
methods of interpretation which, con- 
sistently applied, would destroy the es- 
sentials of the Christian faith. For this 
reason one regrets that Reese did not 
devote his entire book to this large, cen- 
tral theme of Scripture, instead of only 
two pages (306, 307). He says on page 
306: 

“I have had to lay aside a plan dealing 
with the complete victory in modern 
exegesis of the plain, literal interpreta- 
tion of Rev. 20: 1-6; even an abridgement 
of it has had to be omitted. ... Here 
one can but make the arbitrary state- 
ment that the postmillennial interpreta- 
tion of Origen, Jerome, Augustine, and 
the majority of the Church’s theologians 
ever since, is now as dead as Queen 
Anne, and just as honorably buried.” 
On page 307 he says: “Today’s and to- 
morrow’s debate, as in the third and 
fourth centuries, will be between the 
millenarians and the non-millenarians; 
between those who accept Rev. 19:11 
to 20:1-6 as inspired Scripture, and, 
therefore, will be millenarians, and those 
who, if they cannot, 
Fathers ... keep the inconvenient Apoc- 
alypse out of the Canon, can undermine 
it by making it (in Zahn’s tart phrase) 
‘an artificial patchwork of a seer who 
saw nothing.’” Reese considers this to 
be the real debate, and one wishes he 
had thrown his weight into it instead of 
raising so much: strife over a_ lesser 
peint. 

On the one object of the entire book 
—the defense of the post-tribdulation 
view of the rapture —the author takes 
an extreme position, and falls well short 
of proving his case. He insists that there 
is no interval between the return of 
Christ for his saints, and the return with 
them. To his mind both are parts of 
one event, with no appreciable interval 
between. In attempting to prove this 
he presents arguments from many parts 
of Scripture. His work has the merit 
of attempting to examine many inter- 
preters of these passages. But in case 
after case he falls into one or the other 
of two particular errors. 


Two GRAVE ERRORS 


The first of these errors is that of as- 
suming that, because twc events are 
mentioned together, they necessarily oc- 
cur simultaneously, or in extremely 
close proximity. He quotes passage after 
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like the Greek . 
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passage from Old and New Testament 
to show that the resurrection of the 
saints is mentioned in connection with 
the end of the age, or with the begin- 
ning of the millennium. Involved argu- 
ments are given in connection with each 
passage. Yct always the conclusion is 
made to hang upon the same fallacy: 
the assumption that there can be no 
interval between two events which are 
mentioned together. It is as if one were 
to attempt to prove that Christmas came 
on December 31 from a statement link- 
ing Christmas and New Year together, 
or connecting both with the turn of the 
year. A classic instance of a Biblical 
passage in which an interval must be 
admitted between events mentioned to- 
gether is Isaiah 61:1, 2 (cf. Luke 4:16- 
Similarly in Daniel 12:2, 3, the 
resurrection of the just and the resur- 
rection of the unjust are both mentioned, 
although other passages of Scripture 
show clearly that a thousand years will 
separate these two events. 
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The other error of logic which occurs 
frequently in the book is the assumption 
that technical terms are meant where 
common terms are used; as, for instance, 
assuming that the common word “end” 
must mean a set time in the scheme 
of prophecy without possible variation. 
An illustration of this fallacy from com- 
mon life would be to say that the word 
“day” as we use it must always mean 
the same thing. However, we all use 
the word in at least two distinct senses, 
that of the twenty-four hour period (the 
calendar day), and the period of light 
as contrasted with the night. It is an 
error into which it is easy to fall. But 
in interpreting Scripture each word 
must be interpreted in the light of the 
context, and we must not rashly assume 
that a word which refers to an event or 
to one aspect of an event in one passage 
will necessarily refer to the same precise 
event every time it is used. Thus Reese 
devotes an entire chapter (Chap. VII) to 


(Continued on page 333) 














NOTES ON OPEN LETTERS 














Is Christianity a Religion? 

It is needless for me to tell you how 
very much I think of your paper; my 
continued taking it for so many years 
surely testifies to that. / 


One of your lesson writers quoted Dr. 
C. I. Scofield as saying that “Christianity 
is not a religion.’’ In his Reference Bible 
on James 1:26, 27, Dr. Scofield has the 
heading, “The test of true religion,” and 
I had believed there was the false and 
the true religion. Some members in our 
class took exception to the above remark. 
Will you be so kind as to give me help 
on this?—A Pennsylvania reader. 


Religion is not salvation, and Dr. Sco- 
field makes this plain in his Reference 
Bible. In a note on Galatians 1:14, 
where Paul speaks of “the Jews’ re- 
ligion,” Dr. Scofield points out that the 
word “religion” is used but five times 
(it is really six times) in the New Testa- 
ment, in four of these (really five) hav- 
ing a bad sense, and “is never used as 
synonymous with salvation or spiritual- 
ity.” The passage in James which Dr. 
Scofield calls “The test of true religion” 
he explains in the note on Galatians as 
referring to a believer’s good works. 
James tells us: “Pure religion and un- 
defiled before God and the Father is this, 
To visit the fatherless and widows in 
their affliction, and to keep himself un- 
spotted from the world.” 

But no one has ever secured salvation 
by visiting and comforting those in need, 
cr by keeping himself “unspotted from 
the world.” The unsaved person cannot 
do the latter; only one who has received 
the new life from above by faith in 
Christ as Saviour can be kept morally 
and spiritually clean, and then only by 
the power of the Holy Spirit and be- 
cause “the blood of Jesus Christ his 
Son cleanseth us from all sin” (1 
John 1:7). 

“Religion” has always been popular in 
the world, and is probably more popular 
today than ever before. Cain, the first 
murderer, was a religious man (Gen. 4: 


3), and his religion not only did not 
save him, but God had no respect for 
it (Gen. 4:5). The most religious men 
on earth at the time of our Lord’s earthly 
ministry were called by the Lord him- 
self hypocrites, children of hell, fools 
and blind, whited sepulchres “full of 
dead men’s bones, and of all unclean- 
ness,” serpents and a generation of 
vipers (Matt. 23:13-33). These scribes 
and Pharisees were “long” on religion 
but “short” on salvation, — the Lord told 
them plainly that they could not “escape 
the damnation of hell.” 

Religion is well described by Webster 
as “The outward act or form by which 
men indicate recognition of a god or gods 
to whom obedience and honor are due.” 
Most religions are man-made, or are 
prompted by Satan, and are an expres- 
sion of an attempt by man to win favor 
with God by real or supposedly worthy 
acts and manner of living. God did 
indeed reveal to Israel, through Moses, 
an elaborate system of worship, sacri- 
fices, and religious duties and obligations 
which, to be acceptable in God’s sight, 
had to be an outward expression of an 
inward heart-faith in God as Lord and 
Saviour. When Christ came and fulfilled 
the whole law, ushering in by his death 
and resurrection the new dispensation 
of grace, then, as Dr. Scofield points out, 
“The Mosaic system, if still persisted in, 
becomes a mere ‘Jew’s religion.’ ” 

The expression “the Christian relig- 
ion” is often used, and perhaps properly, 
to include the Gospel of Jesus Christ 
and the standards and principles of 
Christian living set forth fully in the 
New Testament. But we should always 
remember that only a Person can save, 
who is Christ himself. The basic and 
eternal difference between religion and 
the Gospel is shown by Paul’s inspired 
statement, that “to him that worketh 
not, but believeth on him that justifieth 
the ungodly, his faith [not his religion] 
is counted for righteousness” (Rom. 4:5). 
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My Greatest Encouragement in Sunday School Work 


“In returning and rest shall ye be saved; in quietness 
and in confidence shall be your strength” 


By D. S. Lane. 











had in my Sunday school work 

came in middle life after years of 
nominal Christian work and experience. 
It did not come as a result of following 
courses and practices that had occupied 
a part of the past years of my life. It 
was not a result of college work, or of 
ten years of secular teaching experience, 
nor was it out of teacher training courses 
or Bible school classes, nor out of read- 
ing books and papers or employing ad- 
vice and methods of noted authorities, 
nor even out of the casual reading of 
the Word of God or any plan or system 
of my own. 

I do not wish to discount or discard 
any of these sources of knowledge, for 
they are all valuable in Sunday school 
work if the Holy Spirit is using them. 
However, it does seem that the Lord 
allows most of his children to start on 
their own ground, and then through the 
wooing of his Spirit transforms them 
into servants “meet for the Master’s use.” 

My encouragement came _ quietly, 
gradually, and unconsciously, as a sur- 
prise, and no credit can in any way be 
given to me. 


“What a Busy Church Worker !” 


With a background of a Christian 
home, daily family altar, and praying 
parents, and having been a regular at- 
tendant at a small rural church not far 
from Minnesota’s largest city, I grew up 
with marked advantages over my 
schoolmates and was naturally predis- 
posed to church work. Upon entering 
membership twenty-three years ago, I 
began to take responsibility in various 
offices of the church until there were 
none that I had not filled. In fact, I was 
so busy in church work that neighbérs 
would frequently remark, “What a busy 
church worker Mr. Lane is!” 

About twelve years ago I was chosen 
Sunday school superintendent. On a 
basis of education and other necessary 
acquirements alluded to, I was consid- 
ered fairly well equipped for the work. 
After six years as a superintendent and 
as a teacher, with no special growth in the 
school even after the application of all 
of the resources at my command, I de- 
termined to resign, having proposed an- 
other for superintendent. I considered 
myseif a failure in the Sunday school, 
and promised to act only as a substitute 
teacher. With this action came a resolve 
never to undertake teaching or executive 
work without spending much time in 
Bible study and prayer. 

During the following two years I be- 
came less and less useful as a teacher 
and found a seat as a member of the 
adult class where no special activity was 
required, except occasionally to take 
part in class discussion. As time passed 
there came to my heart a faint convic- 
tion that I ought to be doing some 
church work, and alongside of this, as 


Tn greatest encouragement I ever 


A first prize of twenty dollars has 
been awarded to Mr. Lane for this 
article in the Prize Contest an- 
nounced last November. 

Like many another Christian 
worker, Mr. Lane found that when 
he came to the end of himself and 
his own resources, and wholly 
trusted the Lord, then God could 
and did bless him richly. In this 
striking personal testimony Mr. Lane 
emphasizes the following points: 


The failure of mere activity. 
The value of true humility. 
Placing ourselves in God’s hands. 
A true call from God. 
‘Taking time for Bible study and prayer. 








though ‘timed, other folks also mentioned 
the same thought. Then at a Sunday 
school business meeting I was asked to 
undertake the teaching of the young 
people’s class. In days past I had con- 
sidered all of my better judgments and 
decisions as well as the majority vote 
of an assembly as the leading of the 
Lord. Somehow this call seemed differ- 
ent. It did not seem to be the result of 
reason or the better judgment of man, 
but rather the drawing power seemed 
to be that of the “still small voice.” My 
previous failure in Sunday school work 
had made me feel utterly helpless, and 
I took the class with fear and trembling 
under one condition — that I might keep 
my vow to spend at least one hour a 
day in Bible study and prayer for my 
class. 


A New Joy in the Bible and Prayer 


This class included four high school 
pupils who attended very irregularly, 
and had only a superficial interest in 
the lesson. The work was started, and 
great difficulty was encountered in put- 
ting in the hour of preparation each day. 
After three or four weeks of hard strug- 
gling I noticed that I was over-running 
my allotted time -— that an hour was not 
enough. The time was extended to one 
and one-half hours, and finally to more 
than two hours. I was having more dif- 
ficulty to stop at the end of two hours 
than to continue for one hour at the 
start. I began to wonder what was hap- 
pening to me. I was naturally of a de- 
liberate, quiet, calm disposition with no 
tendency to great animation or excite- 
ment. I began to love the Word and my 
quiet time with the Lord became as it 
never had been before,—a great joy! 
With all the previous years of training, 
influence, and Christian work, there was 
coming into my life something I had 
never dreamed of. My quiet hour of the 
morning began to follow me in my work 
throughout the day. There was devel- 
oped during the daily private fellowship, 
without assistance from outside or in- 





struction from the printed page, a per- 
sonal prayer list, and before long a great 
love of the names on this list. Instead 
of superficial, standardized, and habit- 
ual formal prayer for this list, there was 
actual pleading and weeping over these 
names at the Throne of Grace. 

There were no parties or entertain- 
ments, no suppers, no contest, no induce- 
ments, no methods or systems, as used 
in many churches, to attract members to 
this class. After six or eight weeks the 
two or three irregular members became 
more regular in attendance, and it was 
noticed that one was becoming deeply 
interested in the lesson each Sunday. 
Not long after one of the members at- 
tended mid-week prayer meeting, and 
there gave her first testimony and took 
part in prayer. Following this, she was 
enlisted in daily, private prayer for 
other young people in the community, 
and by Easter time the class had grown 
to twelve. 


A Praying Sunday School Class 


As soon as each one gave evidence of 
new life and interest he or she was en- 
listed in daily prayer for others. The 
class had always been opened with 
prayer by the teacher, but at one of 
the Sunday morning meetings the sub- 
ject of prayer was under discussion, and 
from the class arose the question, “Why 
could not we all take part in prayer in- 
stead of just one?” As a result it was 
decided by the class that we would all 
kneel and pray before opening the Word, 
and from this time on the first fifteen or 
twenty minutes of the class hour were 
spent on our knees in prayer for the 
opening of the Word, for new members, 
and for each other. 

How our hearts were thrilled each 
Sunday morning, and how we all looked 
forward to the blessed fellowship on the 
Lord’s Day! 

From time to time there was a call fer 
a social time, but always the last hour 
after an evening of fun was spent in 
Christian fellowship with every young 
person on his knees for the closing 
twenty minutes with practically every 
one taking part in prayer as led. The 
sweet memories of this blessed fellow- 
ship with the Lord and his dear chil- 
dren has long lingered in the hearts of 
these young people. 

The class grew in spiritual life and 
in numbers until twenty to twenty-five 
attended and finally we had to move 
to a larger room. I would again call 
attention to the fact that this group did 
not grow from material causes, but 
rather the increase came from a God 
who can bring to pass the impossible. 
Out of this class within two years there 
were five baptisms and eight went out 
as Sunday school teachers. 

I have not attempted here to describe 
any “method” or to give a set of instruc- 
tions which, if followed, would “guarantee 
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results.” I doubt very much whether, if 
I myself followed word for word my 
above experience, any fruit would be 
produced. For I would soon be depend- 
ing more upon the plan than upon the 
Holy Spirit. The Christian teacher must 
not only surrender his life but all his 
talents, knowledge, methods, and preju- 
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dices to the Lord, not only in theory but 
in practical work. Many times he must 
actually get out of the Lord’s way, for 
He is the real teacher (1 John 2:27). 

This, then, is the greatest encourage- 
ment I have ever had in my Sunday 
school work. 


Hopkins, MInn. 








to read his Bible by a new system 








The Painter Teaches the Carpenter to Read 


How one Chinese workman helped another 


By Mary Leaman 














The phonetic system, described in this article, is a new method of reading and writing 


Chinese, which substitutes symbols for the 


much more difficult Chinese characters. The 


article was originally written before the beginning of the Japanese war in China, but the 
Lord has marvelously protected this work during the time of the war, and the translating 


work done by M: 


iss Leaman and others is still going forward now. Those desiring 


further information may write to the Misses L. and M. Leaman, Leaman Place, 
Lancaster County, Pa. 


up the phonetic and pushing it in 

many ways. In an issue of the 
Chinese Daily the Government gave a 
very interesting announcement of the 
plan, which went into effect on the first 
of the next month. They have made 
special combination type, and books are 
now being printed to carry forward the 
Government’s program in accordance 
with their announcement. There should 
be much earnest prayer, because in this 
there are wonderful possibilities. 

Not long ago I had a letter from Mr. 
Weller of the China Inland Mission in 
Anhwei. He said he had in times past 
been opposed to the use of the phonetic, 
and he gave the various reasons. Now 
that he had seen how it worked in 
double-column Character-Phonetic form 
his prejudices had to go, and he added, 
“We talk about holding forth the Word of 
Life, but I have come to see that if we 
do not use the phonetic we are guilty 
of withholding the Word of Life.” I 
strongly agree with him in this. 

One day a painter came to do some 
work in our home. He had been a 
Christian for over twelve years, but 
could not read the Bible. He had tried 
to learn, but in his busy life had found 
no way of getting hold of the character. 
It just seemed he could not learn to 
read. I had often spoken to him of the 
ease of the phonetic, but because the 
leaders of the church of which he was 
a member did not approve of it, he was 
kept from having any interest in it. 
Then he came to do some painting for 
us. I told him I wanted him to work 
by the day rather than by the job, be- 
cause I wanted him to learn to read. 
When he saw how our servants loved 
to read chapter after chapter at morning 
prayers, how they turned from the 
Psalms to Genesis, from Genesis to Sam- 
uel, and other portions, reading with 
joy and ease, when he realized that 
they were ignorant country women, bur- 
den-bearing women who not only did 
not know character but who came from 
homes and villages where people did 
not read, and also that they had been 
with us not very long, his eyes were 
opened to the possibility of the phonetic. 


Te Chinese Government is taking 


The Lord changed his heart and showed 
him where he had been wrong. He did 
his painting in good time and he also 
learned to read. In two weeks he gave 
his testimony in the church to. which 
he belonged and read for them a Psalm. 
The following week he gave his testi- 
mony in another church where the pas- 
tor has been opposed to the phonetic. 
Now he has gone home to witness in his 
village and to teach the people there. 

When he had been painting for some- 
thing over a week, a carpenter came to 
work. The carpenter also was a Chris- 
tian and had worked for twelve years 
as a workman under an earnest Chris- 
tian contractor. This contractor has all 
his workmen keep Sunday. To those of 
his workmen who attend Sunday serv- 
ices and study, he gives both board and 
wages for the “day of rest,” but to those 
who refuse to attend the services he 
gives only board. Every week he ar- 
ranges for certain hours when all the 
workmen are taught to read the cate- 
chism and Bible. For twelve years this 
carpenter had been under this instruc- 
tion. When he came to me, I asked him 
to read a Psalm. He read two charac- 
ters and missed three, read another three 
and missed four. It was impossible for 
him to get any meaning out of his Bible 
reading, in spite of the many hours 
which had been given for study. I told 
him I wanted him to work by the day, 
that I wanted him to study. I told the 
painter that I wanted him to teach the 
carpenter. I wish you could have heard 
him teach. With less than two weeks 
of study I was amazed to find that he 
could teach that carpenter to read better 
than those of us who had taught him. 
He seemed to realize the difficulties of 
the carpenter’s situation, and he gave 
hints and helps that were delightful to 
those who had taught him to read. I 
need not tell you how quickly he 
picked up the phonetic. He, too, has 
gone to teach those in his country vil- 
lage. 

As I sit working over the proof sheets 
of these Old Testament portions, I am 
thrilled with joy over the great possi- 
bilities that open up before us. Yester- 
day, the proof sheets of Ezekiel were 
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on my lap table, and one of these rough 
country women came and stood beside 
me as I worked on the sheets. She bent 
over, looked at the work, and began 
reading at sight in Ezekiel. There was 
no word that she could miss, for each 
word could be spelled out, the tone mark 
was there, she spelled it, she gave it its 


- correct tone and passed on. The Bible 


is an open book in this way. It is pos- 
sible for millions to be taught to read, 
and it is possible for them to teach other 
millions. Mrs. E. Weller of Shekichen, 
Honan, wrote that she had a class where 
people after studying two days on the 
sheet which she prepared, could go into 
Bible reading on the third. 

I was talking to two men, high in 
Government positions in charge of the 
education of the people. One of them 
said that the phonetic was surely going 
to be pushed, and that once it had a 
start the people would teach each other. 
I feel sure that this is so. The Govern- 
ment has made the combination type, 
this man told me, and there is every 
promise that they intend to push the use 
of the phonetic. 

With the plan for the forward move- 
ment in China, what better way could 
there be than in pushing the use of the 
phonetic? Give the Bible to the people 
and they can find their spiritual food; 
they will receive their comfort; they will 
commune with the Lord; they will be 
strengthened to tell others of him. 

The British and Foreign Bible Society 
and the American Bible Society ear- 
nestly desire that the work on the Old 
Testament be pushed forward so that it 


may soon be completed. In order to do 


this much prayer is needed; without 
it we cannot see how the work can be 
completed. May we plead with you, not 
only for your own earnest prayer for 
this work, but also ask that you plead 
with many of the Lord’s children that 
strength may be given, that workers 
may be given to carry forward the work 
in the way that the Lord desires, and 
that it may be completed as soon as he 
sees best. 
NANKING, CHINA. 
+ 3 


A Faithful Servant of God 
and the “ Daily Light” 


ee forty-nine years Willian Lehman 
Yerkes had taught in the Sunday 
school of the Bethlehem Presbyterian 
Church, Philadelphia, and for thirty- 
seven years he had served as an elder 
in that church. Other teachers have 
doubtless taught for longer periods than 
that, but that is nevertheless a long term 
of faithful service in one church. At 
one time he was president of the Pres- 
byterian Sunday School Superintend- 
ents’ Association of Philadelphia and 
Vicinity. He was called to his heavenly 
Home, at seventy years of age, on Sun- 
day, March 27. In a letter to a member 
of the Trues staff Harry W. Weihen- 
mayer, Jr., an elder of the Bethlehem 
Presbyterian Church and former super- 
intendent of the Sunday school, wrote 
the following beautiful tribute to Mr. 
Yerkes: 


You have learned of the passing of 
our beloved friend, Mr. Yerkes. He 
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went Home Sunday evening at five after 
seven. 

Of the many, many blessings I re- 
ceived from him over a long and inti- 
mate friendship —if at my age it can 
be called long — one is the daily use in 
our home of “Daily Light.” Mr. Yerkes 
never seemed to “recommend.” But 
somehow I found myself noting the 
things he liked and the things he did, 
and then following after him. 

When we began to read “Daily Light” 
we found it true, as Dr. Trumbull has 
said in the preface: “Those who have 
used and treasured it... have marveled 
at the way in which the Scriptures for 
any given morning or evening have 
seemed to be chosen for one’s own per- 
sonal, intimate need for that very day.” 
Again and again life answered unto Life. 

So I was overjoyed, but not amazed, 
to read for the morning of the 27th when 
I reread the verses in the late evening, 
that being the day of Mr. Yerkes’ depart- 
ure, as a text: 

“To him that soweth righteousness 
shall be a sure reward.” What a perfect 
topic verse for his life! Followed then 
these verses: 

“After a long time the lord of those 
servants cometh ...and said ... Well 
done, thou good and faithful servant. 
. .. We must all appear before the judg- 
ment seat of Christ... .I have fought a 
good fight, I have finished my course, 1 
have kept the faith.” 
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In the evening the references were 
just as appropriate. The text: “God is 
faithful.” Mr. Yerkes lived by that. But 
opening the last paragraph occurs the 
verse that I have heard him on many 
occasions refer to as the one that flashed 
into his mind as a lad nearing manhood, 
sitting one day in church, his mind not 
at all settled about holy things: 

‘I know whom I have believed.” 

“That is it!’ he used to say. “Not 
WHAT but WHOM.” That verse turned 
the course of his life. There it is for 
the evening of March 27th. 

He had a way of “sowing righteous- 
ness.” Young people fell in love with 
him, and then with his Saviour, and then 
into step with his work. Jerry Walker, 
our present superintendent, like myself, 
has been “raised from a child” by him. 
So with many others he knew and 
helped. 

For years our class has accounted 
for over ten per cent of the attendance 
of the school,” he once pointed out to 
me. That has been more than true. But 
even more significant was the fact that 
for the last three years his great class 
consisted of two groups — the ladies who 
had over many years attended his class, 
and a young group, many newlyweds 
or about that age. Both met together. 
While he entertained them separately at 
his home there never was any reference 
in his teaching to “age groups.” 














The Rapture and The Tribulation 


An editorial, continued from the second page 














discussion of the Greek word sunteleia 
(“end” or “consummation”). He insists 
that its use in the great missionary com- 
mission (Matt. 28:19, 20), “Lo, I am 
with you alway, even unto the consum- 
mation of the age,” proves that Chris- 
tians are not to be removed from earth 
prior to the return of Christ in glory, 
which, he says, is “the consummation 
of the age.” Yet the fact that “consum- 
mation of the age” does not always de- 
note this precise point of time is ap- 
parent from its use in Hebrews 9:26: 
“Now once at the consummation of the 
ages hath he been manifested to put 
away sin by the sacrifice of himself.” 
Similarly Reese devotes Chapter VIII to 
another word for end (telos), which, he 
declares, is also a technical term for the 
time of the return of Christ in power 
and glory. Since Christians are ex- 
horted in various passages to be faithful 
“unto the end,” he says that they must 
remain on earth until the very time of 
the setting up of Christ’s millennial 
Kingdom. However, when the use of 
telos in such passages as Matthew 26:58; 
Mark 3:26; Luke 18:5 (where English 
“continual” translates Greek “unto the 
end”); John 13:1, and 1 Corinthians 10: 
11, is drawn into the discussion, it be- 
comes clear that the word does not 
always have the technical meaning 
which Reese ascribes to it. (Here are 
portions of the passages just referred to: 
“But Peter ... sat with the servants, 


to see the end.” — “And if Satan... be 
divided, he cannot stand, but hath an 
end.” — “I will avenge her, lest by her 


continual coming she weary me.” — 
“Having loved his own which were in 
the world, he loved them unto the end.” 
— “They are written for our admonition, 
upon whom the ends of the world are 
eome.”’) 

An INTERVAL REQUIRED 


Reese’s labored and fervid attempt to 
prove that there is no interval whatever 
between the rapture of the saints and 
the return of Christ to this earth shat- 
ters upon two simple facts. The mar- 
riage feast of the Lamb (Rev. 19:7-9) 
must precede the return of Christ to 
the earth to set up his millennial King- 
dom. Yet it cannot occur until the Bride 
of Christ has been raised up to meet him 
in the air. An interval is required for 
this event. At the return of Christ to 
the earth to reign, his saints come to 
reign with him.. Furthermore, the judg- 
ment of the believer’s works for rewards 
(1 Cor. 3:12-15; 2 Cor. 5:10) must pre- 
cede his reigning with Christ. So this 
also comes between the rapture of the 
Church and the return to this earth. 

It is interesting to note that the very 
first passage which Reese discusses (pp. 
34-39) is Isaiah 26:19: “Thy dead men 
shall live, together with my dead body 
shali they arise. Awake and sing, ye 
that dwell in dust: for thy dew is as the 
dew of herbs, and the earth shall cast 
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out the dead.” He devotes several pages 
to proving that a literal resurrection of 
the saints is described here, claiming 
that those with whom he differs find it 
necessary to deny that a physical resur- 
rection is described. However, he over- 
looks the fact that the following verses 
(Isa. 26:20, 21) call upon the resurrected 
saints to come apart and hide “for a 
little moment, until the indignation be 
overpast. For, behold, the Lord cometh 
out of his place to punish the inhabitants 
of the earth for their iniquity: the earth 
also ‘shall disclose her blood, and shall 
no more cover her slain.” Surely the 
most natural interpretation of this pas- 
sage is that it pictures a removal of the 
resurrected saints from the path of God's 
vengeance, that they may be safe during 
the period of great tribulation. If Reese 
is right in maintaining that this passage 
describes the resurrection of the saints, 
the context puts the tribulation of the 
inhabitants of the earth after it, not be- 
fore. 

Since Reese’s argument that there is 
no interval between the two great events 
of the rapture and the return falls te 
the ground, and since so much of his 
book is based upon two definite logical 
errors, one must pronounce his position 
unproved. Many verses of Scripture 
seem to point toward a rapture of the 
Church before the Great Tribulation. 
The coming of Christ for his Church, 
and his coming to the earth to destroy 
the Wicked One, although separated by 
an interval, form parts of one great com- 
plex of events, which is at the same 
time the blessed hope of the Church and 
the end of hope for the incorrigibly 
wicked and sinful. But the question of 
the precise length of this necessary in- 
terval is far less in importance than the 
major question of premillennialism as 
compared with other views. 


AN UNFAIR CRITICISM 


One criticism of Reese which has been 
made elsewhere is unfair. An article 
in an English magazine claims that he 
bases his theory, “to an amazing degree, 
upon the writings of advanced Modern- 
ists and destructive critics of the Word 
of God.” Then fifteen extreme Modern- 
ists are named as allies quoted by Reese. 
Now it is true that Reese occasionally 
makes statements which betray a failure 
to take a sharp and clear position against 
men who deny the final authority of the 
Scripture. From this viewpoint certain 
of his statements are regrettable, more 
for their tone and implication than for 
their direct expression. In these days of 
apostasy a clear-cut attitude toward the 
final authority of Scripture is especially 
desirable. Yet it must be said that Reese 
himself throughout the book evinces an 
attitude toward the Scripture that ac- 
cepts its statements as final. And it is 
manifestly unfair to select fifteen from 
a list of over three hundred “authors 
quoted or referred to” and to designate 
these fifteen as his “allies.” One of the 
fifteen is not in his list at all. Others of 
them he quotes only to attack. It is 
hard to believe that the English re- 
viewer read the book! 

Reese claims that the premillennial 
interpreters through the ages have taken 
the position he takes, and that the idea 
of a pretribulation rapture is a new 
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view, contrary to that previously held. 
This he assumes without proof. It would 
be fairer to say that many of those 
writers did not investigate the question 
of the relation of the rapture to the 
Great Tribulation. On details it would 
be hard to prove whether they would 
agree with Reese or with his opponents. 
In any case, it would be not strange if 
we should find that God allows details 
to be more clearly understood as the 
days approach. 

In his Preface Reese describes his hope 
for the tone of his book as “animated 
moderation.” Actually he has gone far 
beyond this. He heaps scorn upon those 
with whom he differs. At times his atti- 
tude approaches bitterness. This is ex- 
tremely regrettable. It would be un- 
fortunate in any case; it is especially so 
when the issues involved are not major 
in character. 








Notes from a 
Layman's Greek Testament 
By Ernest Gordon 




















A Side Light on the Lesson in This Issue 


Say ye that the Lord hath need of 
him (Mark 11:3). 


ERE Jesus gives to himself the title 

of Lord, Kurios (Adonai), the Old 
Testament name of Jehovah. In this 
indirect way he asserts his deity. In 
Mark 14:9 is another indirect allusion to 
his deity: “Wheresovever this gospel 
shall be preached ... this also that she 
hath done shall be spoken of for a 
memorial of her.” The word for “memo- 
rial” here used, mneosunon, is the word 
of Leviticus 2:9, “A memorial thereof 
... upon the altar: it is an offering made 
by fire, of a sweet savour unto the Lord” 
(cf. John 12:3, “The house was filled 
with the odour”). This memorial of- 
fering was of flour, oil, and frankincense. 
In using this word of the old Jewish 
law the Lord Jesus apparently identified 
himself with the Lord Jehovah. The of- 
fering of spikenard by Mary was as if 
made to God in the person of Jesus. 


His brother should take his wife, 
and raise up seed unto his brother 
(Mark 12:19). 


“DQ AISE up,” is exanestese. Paul 

wrote, “If by any means I might 
attain unto the resurrection, exanastesin, 
from the dead” (Phil. 3:11). It is curi- 
ous that these arguing Sadducees, who 
did not believe in the resurrection from 
the dead, should have used the verbal 
form of the same word, exanestese, for 
bringing a fresh generation into life 
(“raise up seed”). This suggests the 
idea of modern Sadducees who insist 
that the only future life is tkat of the 
race. 


For many shall come in my name, 
saying, I am Christ; and shall de- 
ceive many (Mark 13:6). 


aa ANY shall come in my name, say- 

ing, I AM” (not “I am Christ,” 
though this is involved). Jehovah said, 
“This [I AM] is my name for ever,” and 
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when our Lord says, “Ye shall be hated 
of all men for my name’s sake” (Mark 
13:13), the reference is to his divine 
name. The followers of Christ are hated 
because they acknowledge and assert 
Christ’s deity. 


But when they shall .. . deliver 
you up, take no thought beforehand 
what ye shall speak, neither do ye 
premeditate ... for it is not ye that 
speak, but the Holy Ghost (Mark 13: 
11). 


fone word for “premeditate” is pro- 
melatao. But this injunction is clearly 
for crises rather than for the ordinary 
course of life. In 1 Timothy 4:15 Paul, 
after urging Timothy to give attention 
to reading, exhortation, and doctrine, 
says, “Meditate, melata, upon ‘these 
things; give thyself wholly to them; that 
thy profiting may appear in all [or, to 
all].” No anxious thought in the unjust 
courtroom, but much thought and medi- 
tation before entering the pulpit or Bible 
class. 


Watch ye therefore: for ye know 
not when the master of the house 
cometh, at even, or at midnight, or 
at the cockcrowing, or in the morn- 
ing (Mark 13:35). 


ARK alone includes the cock-crow- 

ing, alektorophonias, in his cata- 
logue of the hours, and Mark was asso- 
ciated with Peter in the writing of this 
Gospel. Was this a reference to the 
cock-crowing of the denial which fol- 
lowed our Lord’s Gethsemane words, 
“Watch ye and pray, lest ye enter into 
temptation”? In the morning, proi, 
means before daybreak. So all the 
watches mentioned are night watches. 
The time between the first and second 
coming is nighttime and not day, a long 
night-watch full of darkness and evil. 


When God Died! 
By Herbert Lockyer 


T IS quite possible that some will take 

exception to the above title. How 
could God, the Deathless One, die? 

Well, is it more difficult to believe that 
the Second Person of the Godhead died 
at Calvary than it is to believe that 
he was made man at his human birth? 
Could God have a human birth? Could 
he, a Spirit, become a Man? We readily 
accept the fact, although we cannot ex- 
plain the mystery, of it, that God the 
Son had a birth in Bethlehem: that he 
not only assumed a theophanic form in 
Old Testament days, but that he was 
actually made man. He was born of 
a woman. As God, he was manifest in 
the flesh. The Ancient of Days had a 
human birthday! The Everlasting 
Father became a Babe wrapped in in- 
fant’s clothes! 

Believing, then, in the wonder of the 
Incarnation, it is not harder for the 
writer to accept the sublime revelation 
that he who was God’s equal, and had 
full Deity, died upon the Tree. And 
here are a few passages declaring such 
a fact: “God will provide himself the 
lamb for a burnt-offering” (Gen. 22:8). 
“God .. . himself the lamb”! Yes, 
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God became the Lamb! (John 1:29.) 
“The church of God, which he [Christ 
as God in flesh] hath purchased with 
his own blood” (Acts 20:28). God spill- 
ing his blood to acquire the Church! 
What is this but the death of Deity! 
“God was in Christ, reconciling the 
world unto himself” (2 Cor. 5:19). God 
was in Christ, not only representatively 
but intrinsically, accomplishing redemp- 
tion. 

Some there are who vainly try to 
separate our Lord’s two natures and 
claim that it was “Jesus, the human 
one,” who died. “God, within his body, 
was dismissed before the decease at 
Jerusalem.” Such, however, is false rea- 
soning, for the fusion of Deity and hu- 
manity in the Virgin’s womb was of an 
indissoluble nature. 

Did Christ die as God, or did he die 
as man? The answer to such a question 
is that he died as neither. What gives 
efficacy to the Cross is the fact that 
Christ died as the God-Man. Thus a 
more correct caption for this homily 
would be, “When the God-Man Died !” 

How slow we are to learn that the 
Incarnation of the Lord brought about 
a distinct change in the composition of 
the Trinity. Hitherto the Father, the 
Son, and the Holy Spirit were co-equal 
in that each was a Spirit. Permanent 
corporeality none of the persons of the 
Godhead possessed. Since the entrance 
of Christ into our humanity, however, 
the Trinity has been composed of two 
retaining their eternal Spirit-form and 
of one who surrendered his Spirit-form, 
or had it merged with corporeality. 
Christ is no longer a Spirit. Beholding 
him after his resurrection, his frightened 
disciples took him to be a spirit, but 
with that assuring voice of his he said: 
“Handle me, and see; for a spirit hath 
not flesh and bones, as ye behold me 
having” (Luke 24:36-42). Flesh and 
bones as a part of the Trinity now! Ch, 
the wonder of it! 

In his Incarnation Christ appeared 
among men, not as God exclusively, nor 
as man exclusively, but as the God- 
Man. And in this unique form he lived 
among men and ultimately died upon the 
Cross. 

The blood he shed, therefore, has abid- 
ing efficacy seeing that it was the blood 
of the God-Man. 

And, let it never be forgotten, the per- 
petual wonder of Heaven since the as- 
cension has been the presence of some 
of humanity’s dust, glorified, seated on 
the Throne. Within the Godhead now 
there is a Great High Priest touched 
with the feelings of our infirmity, seeing 
that he took back to his position in the 
Trinity the human body the Holy Spirit 
gave him at his birth. What else can 
we do but adore the Father, Son and 
Spirit for their bountiful provision on 
our behalf? 


Alas! and did my Saviour bleed? 
And did my Sovereign die? 

Would He devote that sacred head 
For such a worm as I? 


Well might the sun in darkness hide, 
And shut His glories in, 

When Christ, the Mighty Maker, died, 
For man the creature’s sin. 
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LESSON 8. MAY 22. SERVING THROUGH CHRISTIAN CITIZENSHIP 
International Uniform Lesson.— Mark 12: 13-17, 28-34 
Golden Text.—Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself.—Mark 12: 31b 
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Mark 12:13 And they send unto him certain of the Pharisees 
and of the Herodians, to catch him in his words. 

14 And when they were come, they say unto him, Master, we 
know that thou art true, and carest for no man: for thou regard- 
est not the person of men, but teachest the way of God in truth: 
Is it lawful to give tribute to Czesar, or not? 

15 Shall we give, or shall we not give? But he, knowing their 
hypocrisy, said unto them, Why tempt ye me? bring me a penny, 
that I may see it. 

16 And they brought it. And he saith unto them, Whose is 
this image and superscription? And they said unto him, Ceesar‘s. 

17 And Jesus answering said unto them, Render to Cesar the 
things that are Czsar’s, and to God the things that are God's. 
And they marvelled at him. 


28 And one of the scribes came, and having heard them rea- 
soning together, and perceiving that he had answered them well, 
asked him, Which is the first commandment of all? 

29 And Jesus answered him, The first of all the command- 
ments is, Hear, O Israel; The Lord our God is one Lord: 

30 And thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, 
and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind, and with all thy 
strength: this is the first commandment. 

31 And the second is like, namely this, Thou shalt love thy 
neighbour as thyself. There is none other commandment greater 
than these. 

32 And the scribe said unto him, Well, Master, thou hast said 
the truth: for there is one God; and there is none other but he: 

33 And to love him with all the heart, and with all the under- 
standing, and with all the soul, and with all the strength, and to 
love his neighbour as himself, is more than all whole burnt- 
offerings and sacrifices. 

34 And when Jesus saw that he answered discreetly, he said 
unto him, Thou art not far from the kingdom of God. And no 
man after that durst ask him any question. 
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Mark 12:13 And they send unto him certain of the Pharisees 
and of the Herodians, that they might catch him in talk. 14 And 
when they were come, they say unto him, Teacher, we know 
that thou art true, and carest not for any one; for thou regardest 
not the person of men, but of a truth teachest the way of God: 
Is it lawful to give tribute unto Cesar, or not? 15 Shall we give, 
or shall we not give? But he, knowing their hypocrisy, said 
unto them, Why make ye trial of me? bring me a ! denarius, that 
I may see it. 16 And they brought it. And he saith unto them, 
Whose. is this image and superscription? And they said unto 
him, Ceesar’s. 17 And Jesus said unto them, Render unto Cesar 
the things that are Czsar’s, and unto God the things that are 
God’s. And they marvelled greatly at him. 


28 And one of the scribes came, and heard them questioning 
together, and knowing that he had answered them well, asked 
him, What commandment is the first of all? 29 Jesus answered, 
The first is *? Hear, O Israel; * The Lord our God, the Lord is one: 
30 and thou shalt love the Lord thy God ‘with all thy heart, 
and ‘with all thy soul, and ‘with all thy mind, and ‘with aii 
thy strength. 31 The second is this, *Thou shalt love thy neigh- 
bor as thyself. There is none other commandment greater than 
these. 32 And the scribe said unto him, Of a truth, Teacher, 
thou hast well said that he is one; and there is none other but 
he: 33 and. to love him with all the heart, and with all the 
understanding, and with all the strength, and to love his neigh- 
bor as himself, is much more than all whole burnt-offerings and 
sacrifices. 34 And when Jesus saw that he answered discreetly, 
he said unto him, Thou art not far from the kingdom of God. 
And no man after that durst ask him any question. 


1 The word in the Greek denotes a coin worth about eight 
pence half-penny, or nearly seventeen cents. *Deut. 6:4ff. 
*Or, The Lord is our God; the Lord is one. ‘Gr., from. 
*Lev. 19:18. 

The American Standard Version, and the International Uniform 
Sunday School Lesson Outlines, are copyrighted by the Inter- 
national Council of Religious Education and used by permission. 


The Lesson as a Whole 


By H. A. Ironside, Litt.D. 
Pastor of the Moody Memorial Church, Chicago 


Approach to the Lesson 


ASSING over much that is precious, 
Pp including one of our Lord’s most 

important dispensational parables 
(Mark 12:1-13), we are now to congider 
the relation of Christ’s disciples to hu- 
man government. His followers are 
citizens of Heaven (Phil. 3:20, where 
“conversation” is really “citizenship”), 
but that does not relieve them of civic 
and national responsibilities here on 
earth. The apostle Paul twice claimed 
his Roman citizenship as a protection 
against injustice (Acts 16:37; 22:25), and 
on the latter occasion mentioned with 
pardonable pride that he was also a 
citizen of Tarsus (21:39). He stressed, 
in his Epistles, the importance of pray- 
ing for all in authority (1 Tim. 2:1-3) 
and subjection to law coupled with be- 
ing ready to participate in all good work 
(Titus 3:1, 2; Rom. 13:1-7). It hag been 
well said that no man is a good citizen 
of Heaven who is not a good citizen of 
this world. 

It is true the Christian does not be- 
long to the world order and, like Christ’s 
Kingdom, is not of this world, yet there 
are duties to perform from which he 
cannot escape if he would, and which 
the consistent believer would not avoid 
if he could. 

The Jews when scattered among the 


% % 4 % 


nations were to seek the peace of the 
lands wherein they dwelt (Jer. 29:7), 
and the Christian surely will not do 
otherwise. How far this is to be carried 
must be left largely to the instructed 
consciences of the children of God, but 
it would be folly to ignore such respon- 
sibility. 

The Historical Setting 


Our Lord pursued his journey through 
Perea, crossed the Jordan at the ford 
near Jericho, where he was entertained 
by Zacchzus, came on to Bethany, and 
thence into Jerusalem on what is com- 
monly called Palm Sunday. Day after 
day he taught the people who flocked 
to hear him, but withdrew each night 
to Bethany or the garden on the slope 
of Olivet. It was evidently on the Tues- 
day of Passion Week that he had the 
conversation with the Pharisees and 
Herodians, and later with the scribe. 


Verse by Verse 


Mark 12:13.—Pharisees and Herodians. 
Extremes meet. The Pharisees were 
rigid legalists and generally violent 
nationalists, while the Herodians were 
worldly-minded and courting the favor 
of Rome, but both are found acting to- 
gether in the effort to prove Jesus Christ 
a rebel against constituted authority. 


Verse 14.—“‘Tribute to Cosar... ?” 
Their honeyed words did not veil the 
antagonism of their hearts toward the 
Lord Jesus Christ. Judea was a tribu- 
tary province and as such paid a tax 


to Rome, which was a constant source 
of irritation to the stricter Jews. They 
thought to put our Lord “on the spot,” 
as we say today, by their artful ques- 
tion. 


Verse 15.—“Bring me a penny.” He 
saw through their pretense and met it 
by turning their own weapons against 
themselves in order to expose their hy- 
pocrisy. The penny or denarius was a 
coin a little smaller than our twenty-five 
cent pieces, but was of much greater 
purchasing power. It constituted the 
ordinary day’s wages for a working man 
(Matt. 20:2). 


Verse 16.—Cecesar’s image. The penny 
bore the face and name of the Emperor, 
who commanded the payment of tribute. 
The Jews used this money in their busi- 
ness dealings, thereby acknowledging 
Ceesar’s authority. 


Verse 17.—The things of Coesar and of 
God. Our Lord’s reply must have dum- 
founded them. They thought to put him 
in a dilemma where he must either lose 
the favor of his hearers or counsel dis- 
loyalty to Rome, but he showed that 
subjection to God does not involve re- 
bellion against orderly government, but 
the very contrary. 


Verse 28.—Heard them questioning. In 
verses 18 to 27 we read of another dis- 
cussion, having to do with the question 
of resurrection and the marriage rela- 
tionship, in which the Lord Jesus Christ 
confounded the Sadducean quibblers by 
his direct appeal to the Scriptures. This 
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led a scribe to inquire as to which was 
the most important commandment. 


Verses 29 and 30.—“The first com- 
mandment.” He immediately cites the 
great confession of the unity of the God- 
head and the commandment to love him 
pre-eminently, as set forth in Deuter- 
onomy 6:4, 5. This covers all of the first 
table of the law. 


Verse 31.—The second commandment. 
With this he links the command to love 
one’s neighbor as himself (Lev. 19:18), 
which covers all of the second table. 
Beyond these there can be no other re- 
sponsibility. 

Verse 32.—“Thou hast well said.” The 
scribe is quick to acknowledge the apt- 
ness of these quotations and the pre- 
eminent place of love to God. 


Verse 34.—More than all burnt-offer- 
ings and sacrifices. To love God wholly 
is far more than careful attention to 
ritual observances, as the prophets had 
often testified (1 Sam. 15:22; Psa. 40:6; 
Jer. 7:22, etc.). This was not to ignore 
the sacrifices which were divinely or- 
dained, but to recognize the greater im- 
portance of the state of the heart. 


Verse 34.—“Not far from the king- 
dom.” This scribe had insight beyond 
many, but was not yet born again. He 
was near the Kingdom but not inside. 
To know what is right is one thing. To 
yield to Christ may be quite another. 
Let us hope he soon entered in by faith! 


The Heart of the Lesson 


There is no conflict of duties as be- 
tween the spiritual life and one’s tem- 
poral responsibilities. The more truly 
we love God, the more sincerely will we 
seek the good of mankind. We express 
our faith in God by our love for our fel- 
low men (1 John 3:23). The Christian 
should be an example in his community 
of devotion to everything that is good 
and for the well-being of his neighbors. 
But this does not involve a recognition 
of the present world order as the ful- 
fillment of the divine ideal. So long as 
earth’s rightful Ruler, the Lord Jesus 
Christ, is rejected, there will never be 
perfect government in this scene. Nev- 
ertheless, “the powers that be are or- 
dained of God,” in the sense that they 
exist only by his permissive will, hence 
the importance of subjection to the ex- 
isting authority in any given country. 

If human edicts be positively opposed 
to the expressed wil] of God, the Chris- 
tian is to obey God rather than man 
_ (Acts 4:19). Where conditions are such 

that he can with good conscience co- 
operate with the government, he is to do 
so. Any other course would be contrary 
to the spirit of him who said, “Render 
to Cesar the things that are Cesar’s, 
and to God the things that are God’s.” 


Lesson Outlines 
THE CHRISTIAN AS CITIZEN 
Romans 13 
Subject to lawful authority (vs. 1-5) 
Conscientious as to his taxes (vs. 6, 7) 
Walking in love toward all (vs. 8-10) 
Careful as to personal habits (vs. 11- 
13) 
Honoring Christ as Lord of his life 
(v. 14) 
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Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of International Uniform 

Lessons for th= year may be had from The 

Sunday School Times Company, 325 North 

Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, at 10 cents 
a copy, or $1 a dozen. 


8 May 22.—Serving through Christian 
Citizenship .......... Mark 12:13-17, 28-34 

9. May 29.—Maintaining Personal Effi- 

ciency (A personal aspect of tem- 

perance). Daniel 1:8-16, 19, 20; 1 
Corinthians 9:24-27 

10. June 5.—Serving by Personal Devo- 


tion to Christ ...... Mark 14:3-11, 27-31 
11. June 12.—Facing the Supreme Test of 
gE eet h, Mark 14:32-46 


12. June 19.—The Suffering Servant. 

Mark 15:22-39 

13. June 26.—Sharing Service with the 
Living Christ ..Mark 16:1-8, 14-16, 19, 20 

Third Quarter 

1. July 3.—Joshua: A Choice of Loyal- 

OG risa e ih es Numbers 27:15-23; 
Joshua 1:1-9; 24:1-31 

2. July 10.—Caleb: Life-Time Devotion. 
Numbers 13:26-33; Joshua 14:6-15 

3. July 17.—Deborah: Emergency Lead- 
GS 258s 5-0 Gan eee Judges 4:1 to 5:31 








1 Timothy 2 
Pray for all men (v. 1) 
Special intercession for all rulers (v. 
2) 
Seek to make Christ known to all (vs. 
3, 4) 
Titus 3 


Obedient to magistrates (v. 1, f.c.) 
Ready to every good work (v. 1, l.c.) 
Speaking evil of none (v. 2, f.c.) 
Gracious to all (v. 2, l.c.) 


Special Lesson Topics and Truths 


Love the Supreme Test. He who loves 
God supremely will love his neighbor; 
and selfishness is utterly inconsistent 
with love. The Holy Spirit is the Spirit 
of love. So he who walks, not after 
the flesh but after the Spirit, fulfills all 
the righteous requirements of the law 
without becoming legal and exacting 
(Rom. 8:4). 

Not Far from the Kingdom. Right 
thinking is all important. To see and 
confess the truth is evidence of an ex- 
ercised heart and conscience. But this 
in itself will not save. There must be 
the definite acceptance of Christ as Sav- 
iour and Lord if one would enter into 
the Kingdom of God. To make a mis- 
take here is fatal. Admiration of Jesus 
Christ as teacher is not the same thing 
as trust in him as Saviour. One may 
admit the superiority of Christ to all 
other leaders and yet never receive him 
to the salvation of the soul. 


Practical and Person21 Applications 


Those who questioned Christ about the 
tribute money were unreal and insin- 
cere. - Are we konest in our attitude 
toward him? 


It is one thing to be silenced, but quite 
another to be subject. Have we sub- 
mitted to the authority of the _Lord 
Jesus? 

Do we seek to hold the even balance 
suggested by Jesus, of rendering to 
rulers their due and to God what is 
rightfully his? 

Are we, who know Christ, so conduct- 
ing ourselves that men can recognize our 
sincerity? 

Are we seeking for honor from men; 
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or do we endeavor to be of real service 
to our generation? (Acts 13:36.) 

To what extent are we endeavoring to 
be of service to God and humanity in 
our immediate environment? 

Do we value our privileges as citizens 
while refusing to accept our responsibil- 
ities? 

Love is the supreme test. How do we 
respond to it? 

The law of God convicts of sin, but 
cannot save. Has it shown us our need 
of a Saviour and thus led us to Christ? 


Sentence Summaries of Lesson Truths 


Both religiousness and worldliness are 
of the flesh, and are united in their op- 
position to the grace of God as mani- 
fested in Christ Jesus. 


He who is a consistent citizen of 
Heaven will ever be faithful in his 
earthly responsibilities. 


If we do not love God supremely, we 
are guilty of grave sin even though our 
lives may seem otherwise decent and 
respectable, for we are violating the first 
and greatest commandment. 

To ‘love one’s neighbor as himself is 
something of which the natural man is 
not capable; therefore the need of new 
birth. 

When we become partakers of the di- 
vine nature (2 Pet. 1:4), the love of God 
is shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy 
Spirit (Rom. 5:5). 

To confess that Christ teaches the 
truth and yet to turn away from him is 
to be near the Kingdom, but not inside. 

The law of God asked obedience and 
love of one whose whole mind was not 
subject to that law, nor could be. 


Grace produces a life and nature that 
delights in obedience and loves sponta- 
neously. 


The law is like a mirror which shows 
up the uncleanness of him who gazes 
into it, but is powerless to cleanse. 

Grace is like the water which washes 
away all that is unclean, and fits the soul 
for fellowship with God and service 
toward men. 


Cavillers may be silenced and yet re- 
main impenitent and unconvinced. 

CHICAGO. ; 
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Questions for Teacher and Class 


T two conflicting elements are rep- 
resented by the Pharisees and the 
Herodians? 


2. What was the motive behind their 
question? 

3. In what way did they hope to destroy 
the influence of the Lord Jesus Christ? 

4. What does his answer teach us? 


5. Were the questioners really helped by 
this explanation? 


6. Do you think the scribe was sincere? 
(See Matt. 22:35.) 


7. What did the Lord Jesus say was the 
first of all the commandments, and why? 


8. What was the second, and what does 
it include? 

9. Was the scribe satisfied with the Lord’s 
reply? 

10. How did the Lord describe him? 


Answers to the Questions 


The answers to the lesson questions are 
given on page 340 of this issue. 
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Lesson for May 22 


The Illustration Round Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustrations 
for this department; one do is paid for 
each illustration accepted, and two dollars 

for the best one each week. But readers are 
urged not to send anything without first secur- 
ing and reading carefully a leafiet explaining 
the conditions of this department. The full list 
of lessons for the year, with this leaflet, will be 
sent for ten cents in stamps. Failure to note 
the conditions means that good illustrations 
are constantly having to be rejected by the 
editors, which might otherwise be available. 


Illustrations must reach The Sunday School 
Times three full months in advance of the date 
of the lesson. 


Preference will be given to illustrations on 
that portion of the lesson text indicated in the 
lesson list after the word “Print.” 


In view of the large number of illustrations 
submitted on each lesson, readers are asked to 
limit to six the total for any one lesson. 

Misinformation.—Catch him in his 
words (Mark 12:13). “Bishop,” said the 
Westerner, “I do not refuse to accept the 
story of the ark. I can accept the ark’s 
great size, its odd shape, and the vast 
number of animals it contained; but 
when I am asked to believe that the 
children of Israel carried this unwieldy 
thing in the wilderness for forty years, 
I must confess that my faith breaks 
down.”—From the Christian Readers Di- 
gest. Sent by Howard Shelly, Quaker- 
town, Pa. 


What Will God Do?—And to God the 
things that are God’s (v. 17). A warn- 
ing note to the grasping, selfish steward: 

If God gets His, and I get mine 

Then everything will be just fine. 

But if I get mine, and keep His, too, 

What do you think God will do? 

I believe He will collect. 
—From the Evangel. Sent by Mrs. Liz- 
zie Kirby Beck, Smiths Grove, Ky. 


Plenty for the Collection.—Render ... 
to God the things that are God’s (v. 17b). 
One Saturday night a _ cotton-mill 
laborer, whom I knew, was paying his 
grocery bill. It made a big hole in his 
pay envelope. Handing back the small 
change due, the grocer said, “Well, you 
have that much left to put in the col- 
lection tomorrow.” “Don’t you worry 
about that,” replied the laborer, “I took 
the Lord’s part out first.” He was just 
an unlettered man, but he had learned 
the great lesson of stewardship.—Sent by 
Mrs. S. J. Beeker, Newport, Ky. Prize 
illustration. 


Getting Help from the World.—Thou 
shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy 
heart and ... thy neighbour as thyself 
(vs. 30, 31). The manager of a charitable 
home for sick children found that it was 
maintained almost wholly by contribu- 
tions from church members. The com- 
mittee having the work in charge de- 
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Intercessory Geography.—Thou shalt 
love thy neighbour as thyself (Golden 
Text). Gulu, a Punjabi Christian, came 
to his American friend and said, “Sahib, 
teach me some geography.” Astonished, 
the American asked, “Why, Gulu, what 
do you want with geography at your 
age?” “Sahib,” gravely answered Gulu, 
“I wish to study geography so that I may 
know more about what to pray.” Surely 
that is the antithesis of the “Bless me 
and my wife, my son John and his wife, 
us four and no more” type of Christian. 
—From “Training World Christians,” by 
Loveland. Sent by Mamie E. Twitchell, 
Hope, Ark. 


The “God” or the Word?—For there is 
one God; and there is none other but he 
(v. 32). The late Mrs. Ralph C. Norton, 
in describing the work of the Belgian 
Gospel Mission, tells this story of a man 
and wife whose conversion could not 
be doubted. “As in most country houses, 
they had a little shrine built in the outer 
wall of their house, in which was placed 
a statue or idol. This little shrine ob- 
tained some local notoriety, so that often 
pilgrimages and processions were made 
for the purpose of worshiping the idol. 
Immediately after their conversion this 
couple took the little statue out of its 
niche, and replaced it by an open Bible, 
opened at the Ten Commandments, that 
all might see what the second command- 
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ment had to say about worshiping im- 
ages. This they covered with glass, that 
the book should not be injured by rain. 
This action of theirs was considered 
frightfully blasphemous by the priest, 
who raged at them from his pulpit, say- 
ing that they had turned the ‘good God’ 
out of his place."—From The Sunday 
School Times. Sent by Mrs. S. Otis Roe, 
Lynn, Mass. 


Mé 


From the Platform 


By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, 
thou art the Lord of. the whole earth, and 
the cattle on a thousand hills are thine. Ou*# 
little human resources of the earth life are 
so small when compared with thy limitless 
ownership of the universal sweep of thy 
creation! Thou hast made piain to us the 
rightful use of the resources that thou dost 
put at our disposal. Our obligations to thee 
are made plain in thy Word, and so also our 
obligations toward the power that we call 
government. Help us to be very faithful and 
very wise in our citizenship, rendering unto 
worldly government the things that belong 
to it, and to thee tne things that belong 
to thy holiness and majestic greatness, far 
beyond any measures of man. We ask this 
in the name of the Lord Jesus. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—The gymnasium of 
a boys’ club in the Tabernacle Presby- 
terian Church, in Philadelphia, at the 
time when Dr. Henry C. McCook was 


**BEING KNIT TOGETHER IN LOVE” 


Col.2:2 





but for goodness sake not like out 
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ton to start a’runner. 





cided to make its next appeal to the Wh, 
nonchurchgoing portion of the commu- 
nity. A prominent clubman was made 
the treasurer of the funds, the banks cog 
were made depositories, literary; and 
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social clubs indorsed it, and the churv-hes “and is kind;--seeketh | 

also made their usual contributions. A D 

large sum was raised, but when the lists not were d wel bw mot | 

of contributors were examined, it was pro oe 4 ove nev- e 
found, greatly to the surprise of the er faileth’ 1Cor. 13:48 é 





committee, that ninety-eight per cent of ae 
the money received from all sources had 
come from church attendants. The truth 
is that people who love God love their 
fellow men.—From New Century Leader. 
Sent by Gertrude D. Chase, Kansas City, 
Kans. 














Dr. Pace’s cartoons may now be obtained as stereopticon slides and as film-slides. There are 20 

series of tie glass slides, containing 30 to 40 slides each, with comments making a connected ser- 

mon out of each series. They may be rented at 5c per slide, or bought for 40c each, uncolored, or 

75c each colored. The film-slide rolls, containing usually thirty or more pictures, may be had at $2 

aroll, plain; they are not rented. All may be ordered from The Bond Slide Company, 58 West 
Washington Street, Chicago. 
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its pastor, had these words lettered on 
the wall: “God and My. Honor.” Every 
week as the boys met, they were face 
to face with these words. Who could 
remember them and still do an act of 
dishonor with any kind of mental ease, 
or forget God, who set before each one 
of us the only life in which honorable 
conduct would be steadily upheld by 
God’s own grace and power? A student 
of ancient coinage was studying one day 
a denarius, a coin of the Roman Empire, 
as the writer of these words let him 
examine the coin. “Had you noticed,” 
said the elderly student, who was also 
a great traveler and knew Bible lands 
very well, “that on one side of this coin 
there is the head of Cesar, and on the 
other side is the temple of one of the 
Roman gods? I have sometimes thought,” 
he said, “that the Lord Jesus took a coin 
like this, and then showing one side on 
which Cesar’s head appeared, said, ‘Ren- 
der to Ceesar the things that are Cesar’s,’ 
and then turning the coin, said, ‘and to 
God the things that are God’s,’ as though 
to recognize from the Roman point of 
view that there were two obligations 
which must be observed.” No one knows 
whether this was a true illustration, of 
course, but it was suggestive. Yes, the 
Bible recognizes our duty to govern- 
ments, and that our first duty is to God. 
We ought to be good citizens, but we 
cannot be in the truly deepest sense, un- 
less we are recognizing God as over all. 
Are we living as though we believed 
that? Are we rendering unto God the 
things that are God’s? Let us think 
about that. Let us pray. 





SERVING BY Citvensuip 
AM I DOING SO? 











The Busy Men's Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


Uncle Sam’s Gold Call.—Bring me a 
penny ... Whose is this image? ... 
Render to Caesar the things that are 
Cesar’s (Mark 12:15-17). This incident 
in the Gospel story was impressed most 
forcibly into the consciousness of thou- 
sands of Americans by President Frank- 
lin D. Roosevelt. Many of us had sun- 
dry pieces of gold coin we treasured as 
keepsakes, and a very present help in 
time of trouble. We got them over a 
term of years as birthday, Christmas, 
and other gifts. I know one woman who 
has a bracelet made up of gold dollars, 
smoothed on one side and engraved with 
the initials of girlhood friends. 

The owners of the gold pieces had 
always been under the conviction the 
coins belonged to them. Then Uncle 
Sam came and cried, “Your gold dollars 
belong to me. Hand over, or else —!” 
And we did. First, all but $100. Then 
later came the call for that. “I want 
every last dollar,” said Uncle Sam. 

We got in exchange for our gold, lit- 
tle pieces of paper of trifling material 
value, about ten cents a pound. On the 
paper is Uncle Sam’s I. O. U. We were 
told that Uncle Sam asked for the gold 
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“with the object of bettering conditions.” 
Because the Americans who had the 
gold, or the notes representing the gold, 
are all good citizens, the treasured coins 
were handed in. We wanted to help 
our “Czesar,” to whom we rendered our 
keepsakes, pull us out of the hole into 
which oux extravagances had tumbled 
us. 

So our real money, like our real selves, 
is not ours. Are ye not told, “Ye are 
not your own... ye are bought with 
a price’? (1 Cor. 6:19, 20.) 


Guidance.—Thou shalt love the Lord 
thy God with all thy heart . . . this is 
the first commandment (v. 30). “That 
man’s wife runs him,’ I heard one 
fellow citizen say of another fellow citi- 
zen. “He will not do a single important 
thing without first talking it over with 
her royal highness.” Whether he is a 
wise mai or not can be left for discus- 
sion. “Depends upon how much good 
mother-wit the woman has,” says one 
fellow. Take it by and large such a 
man is wise: by talking things over 
mental balance is preserved and wits 
are sharpened (Prov. 27:17). 

But speaking of the fellow citizen 
above whose “wife runs him,” every one 
who knows this couple will tell you 
there is no doubt that Harry Haviland 
loves his “little woman with all his 
heart.” It is thraugh her he has been 
able all their married life to keep out 
of “messes.” The female of the species 
seems to have a sense we men do not 
have, so they seem to scent trouble. 
Their formula is like this: “Don’t.” 
“Why?” “Because !” 

Now here is the place to which I 
am bringing you: When a man loves 
God with all his heart, he will not take 
any important step without going into 
conference with God. That is to say, 
such a man will lead the God-led life. 

God never leads the one who loves 
him into any situation where it is not 
good to be. The subject of the lesson 
is “Serving Through Christian Citizen- 
ship.” When the citizenship of nation, 
state, or community plants itself upon 
“this first commandment,” all the vexa- 
tious problems that beset all sorts of 
governments will solve themselves. Tax 
problems, sium problems, welfare prob- 
lems, and all other problems (Psa. 31: 
3; 2 Fun. 2:73. 


Passing Princeton.—Thou art not far 
from the kingdom (v. 34). “A miss is as 
good as <. mile,” is one of the sayings 
of the countryside. Meaning you are 
no better advantaged if you miss an 
opportunity by the Biblical skin of your 
teeth than if you had missed it by 63,- 
360 feet (Job 19:20). (That reference is 
put in, as often are other references, to 
help a teacher with an _ inattentive 
scholar. “Jonn, you might look up that 
skin-of-the-teeth quotation. It is Job 
19: 20.”) 

Years ago an automobile party of us 
were on our way to New England to 
visit colleges. - It was on this trip the 
big advertisex’s game was played at one 
of the colleges. It is told in one or two 
of my books. 

We were to make our first all-night 
stop at Princeton, where we were 
join the women of our party. There 
was a hard rain when we got to Trenton, 


May 7, 1938 


and it was a black night. We got on 
the wrong road outside of Trenton, and 
so went a short distance east of our des- 
tination and found ourselves lost in New 
Jersey at midnight. It did not make us 
any happier to find out that in the dark- 
ness we had gone through the outskirts 
of Princeton, while our wives had been 
sitting up at “The Inn” wondering “what 
in the world could have happened to 
you!” 

How many of us have lost things by 
the-skin of our teeth? One of the popu- 
lar magazines used to have a depart- 
ment, “The Great and the Near Great.” 
We used to sort o’ pity the poor fellows 
tagged as “Near Great.” 

There will some day be the “Saved” 
and the “Near Saved.” When the Morro 
Castle burned at Asbury Park some 
years ago there were three sorts among 
the passengers. The saved, the near 
saved, the lost. But what advantage had 
the near saved over the lost? 

In every great invention, subsequent 
events have shown there were one or 
more near inventors. But the courts 
have always said, “You’re out.” So what 
availeth? 

This scribe was not “far from the 
kingdom,” but he might as well have 
been in the moon! (Acts 4:12.) 

COATESVILLE, Pa. 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Ethel S. Low 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
Material: An American flag. Tiny flags 
for the children’s books. Use a coin to 
illustrate your talk. 











OU remember the Pharisees, those 

Jews who were always trying to get 
the Lord Jesus Christ to say something 
they could make trouble about? One 
day they came to him with a penny. 
It was a Roman penny, for the Jews 
were under Roman rule. They had asked 
him if it was lawful to pay the taxes 
the Romans demanded. They hoped he 
would say it was not, for then they 
could tell the Romans to take him pris- 
oner. But the Lord Jesus knew their 
wicked hearts, and he asked them to 
bring him a penny, and they came with 
it. He looked at it, and asked them 
whose picture was on it, and whose 
name. They said it was Cesar’s. Cesar 
was the Roman ruler. Then the Lord 
Jesus told them to pay to Cesar the 
things that were Ceesar’s, and to God 
the things that are God’s. It was right 
to pay the tax. It is right to obey the 
laws of the country. Some people to- 
day think it is right not to obey the 
law, and so we have many prisons to 
keep some of these law-breakers in. But 
God expects his children to obey the 
law. 

Whose flag is this? The American flag. 
It is our flag, isn’t it? While we are 
talking about it, suppose we give the 
salute to the flag. All together. Fine! 
I am sure none of us is going to disobey 
willfully the laws of our country. 

But I know a lot of people who keep 
the law of the country, they pay the 
taxes to our Government, but they never 
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Lesson for May 22 


think of the other part of what Christ 
said, Pay to God the things that are 
God’s. What things are God’s? Our 
Golden Text tells us, “The earth is the 
Lord’s, and the fulness thereof.” That 
takes in almost everything, doesn’t it? 
It really counts us all in, and everything 
God made—the beautiful flowers, the 
trees, the birds, the animals, the ocean, 
the sky, everything. Then we ought to 
give the Lord ourselves first, and then 
everything else we have in our lives. It 
is all God’s. But what a lot of people 
are cheating God. They never think of 
him, from one year to another. They do 
everything they want to do, and never 
think of owing God anything. In fact, 
if you asked them, they would say they 
didn’t owe God anything. I have really 
heard people say that God never did 
anything for them, when even the breath 
they were using to speak was a gift of 
God. 

So we must get two things from to- 
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day’s lesson: first, we must keep our 
country’s laws, and be loyal to our flag; 
second, we must give God ourselves and 
all we are. How many of you are going 
to be loyal Americans? 

Hands up, all those who want to serve 
the Lord Jesus Christ faithfully ! 

Mopesto, Catir. 

we 


Say, Fellows, — 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
Beginning: Four “Alls’’ and an “As.” 
Discussion: Has the Lord set up an im- 
possible program for us as his disciples? 
If not, how shall we proceed to carry 
it out? 


Objective: Building by the Divine Blue- 
print. 
AY, fellows, to the scribe who came 
asking, our Lord stated in simple 
terms a five-point program for a perfect 
citizenship; namely, to love the Lord thy 
God — 
1. With all thy heart 
2. With all thy soul 
3. With all thy mind 
4. With all thy strength 
And to love thy neighbor — 
5. As thyself. 


And the scribe wisely responded that 
to do that would be more than equal to 
all the whole burnt offerings and all 
the sacrifices that could be made. And 
the Lord Jesus commended him for his 
comment. 

That is the biggest order for love that 
was ever given. It means loving with 
every ounce of everything you have. 
It means laying down your very life 
at the feet of the object loved, holding 
nothing back, making no reservations for 
any part of yourself. 

There is no record that the inquiring 
scribe filled the order. He had moved 
up pretty close in his understanding of 
what was required, and our Lord told 
him he was not far from the Kingdom 
of God; but he was not yet in it, and I 
seriously doubt if he ever got in it. I 
am. sure he did not get into the “King- 
dom” by the way of that standard, for 
no man has ever done it. It was neces- 
sary for God to set up that high stand- 
ard in order that we might know how 
high and how holy God is, and what is 
due unto him. But the best that the 
Law can do for us is to be a “school- 
master to bring us unto Christ, that we 
might be justified by faith,” as Paul told 
the Galatians (3:24). 

Then what shall we do about it? Well, 
there is only one thing to do about it, 
and fortunately that is very simple. It 
is to accept Jesus Christ and his atoning 
sacrifice, that we may stand before God 
perfect in the righteousness of Christ. 
For the Lord Jesus Christ fulfilled that 
law perfectly, and was competent to take 
upon himself the penalty of our failure 
to keep the law. 

But this thing must be done in all 
sincerity and all earnestness. If we do 
it in that way, then the Holy Spirit (as 
promised by our Lord) wili enable us 
more and more to give our heart and 
soul and mind and strength in loving 
and serving the Lord, until he has per- 
fected us in the presence of his glory. 


RECENITEL) 
MAY 9 


When you and I are conscientiously 
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from our neighbor, as to the second part. 
We will be not only just with him, but 
we will be kind and considerate. We 
will not offend him. Even though we 
may be awkward and make some slips, 
the spirit of Jesus Christ will be so 
strong within us that it will shine 
through our eyes and disarm all preju- 
dice, smoothing out all mistakes. 

Let’s get right on this program by first 
fully yielding ourselves to the Lord 
Jesus Christ, and he will attend to all 
the rest of it. 

GRIFFIN, GA. 

we 


My Class of Girls 
By Beatrice E. Borchardt 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


Goal.—To show the girls how they may 
follow Christ’s standards of citizenship. 


Activity.—Display the Christian and the 
national flags to represent obligations to 
God and country. Also have several coins 
ready for examination 


Memory Verse.—‘Jesus answering said 
unto them, Render to Caesar the things 
that are Caesar’s, and to God the things 
that are God’s’’ (Mark 12:17). 











IRLS, how can a person be both a 

good citizen and a good Christian? 
Can you name some Christians who also 
have been outstanding citizens of their 
countries? 

From our lesson we are going to learn 
what the Lord Jesus said about our obli- 
gations to God and to our country. (Read 
Mark 12:13-17.) Who were the Pharisees 
and the Herodians? (Let one of the girls 
prepare a report on this subject.) Why 
were these Jewish leaders trying to 
“catch” the Lord in his words? (Mark 
3:6.) Notice the flattery they used and 
with what wisdom the Lord answered 
them (Prov. 29:5). 

Girls, when the Lord Jesus Christ 
faced a problem, he could provide such 
a completely satisfying and indisputable 
solution that God was glorified, believers 
were encouraged, and even unbelievers 
were made to marvel. In this instance 
he gave a rule that could be applied 
not to money matters alone, but to all 
other details of citizenship as well. What 
was the rule? Repeat the Memory Verse. 
While Christ came to gain citizens for 
the Kingdom of God, he wanted these 
followers first to be good citizens of 
their earthly homes. Therefore he 
prayed, “Thy kingdom come. Thy will 
be done in earth, as it is in heaven.” 

What kind of citizen was the Lord 
Jesus? 1. His very birth took place in 
Bethlehem because his parents, as good 
citizens, were obeying the decree of 
Cesar (Luke 2:1). 2. He met the obli- 
gations of good citizenship during child- 
hood, for he increased in favor with his 
fellow men (Luke 2:52). 3. He had a 
secular occupation and understood con- 
ditions of the working people (Matt. 13: 
55). 4. He met his financial obligations 
by paying tribute money when due 
(Matt. 17:24-27). 5. Throughout his life 
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he was an obedient citizen (Phil. 2:8; 
Heb. 5:8, 9). 

How did the Master “render ... to 


God the things that are God’s”? 1. He 
was baptized (Matt. 3:15, 16). 2. He wor- 
shiped in the synagogue (Mark 1: 21). 
3. He met alone with God in prayer 
(Mark 1:35). 4. He devoted his services 
to God (Mark 10:45). Can you give other 
illustrations? 

What are our duties as Christian citi- 
zens? Let us first take a look at the 
coins of our country. American coins 
bear the words, “In God we trust.” Why 
was that phrase used? Many of the 
founders of our nation were Christian 
men who sought to establish a common- 
wealth that would be practical for the 
people and pleasing to God. “Blessed is 
the nation whose God is the Lord” (Psa. 
33: 12). It is a sad fact, however, that 
in no nation are all the citizens Chris- 
tian. One of our chief duties, therefore, 
as Christian citizens is to seek to win 
others in our own land or elsewhere 
for God’s Kingdom. 

Name other duties of a Christian citi- 
zen. When a visitor from another coun- 
try comes to our land, what are some of 
the unchristian conditions he is likely 
to observe? How can Christian people 
work to remedy such conditions? Can 
our own class take any part in making 
our nation more conscious of God? For 
example, large billboards are used in 
some parts of this country to remind the 
motoring public of the Christian En- 
deavor Society with its motto, “For 
Christ and the Church”; and some are 
used to display Scripture texts. 

Now let us see how we may fulfill the 
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second rule of our Memory Verse. We 
should strive to be good, loyal citizens, 
but whenever we find that man’s laws 
conflict with God’s laws, what stand 
should we take? What stand did Peter 
once take? (Acts 5:29.) Can you recall 
stories of people who, in the past or 
in recent years, have remained firm in 
their faith in spite of persecution? (The 
girls might mention the early martyrs, 
people in atheistic nations, young people 
in some of our high schools and colleges, 
and missionaries in Japan. For this last 
point one of the girls might report on 
the articles on the Shrine-Worship crisis 
in Korea in THE SunDay ScHoo.t Times 
for February 26, and April 23.) 

(The following questions and refer- 
ences may be passed to the class for dis- 
cussion.) 


1. Are we sure we are carrying Christ’s 
way of iife into our secular experiences? 
(Luke 9:62.) ; 


2. Are we using God’s method for pro- 
moting peace? (1 Tim. 2:1, 2.) 


3. Are we law-abiding citizens in 
every respect, whether or not we think 
our deeds will be observed? (1 Pet. 2: 
13a.) 


4. Are we taking advantage of educa- 
tional opportunities in order that we 
may be well-informed citizens? (Prov. 
4:7.) 5 


5. In our business relations are we 
always fair, honest, and considerate of 
the rights of others? (Rom. 12:11.) 


6. Are we gladly co-operating in 
worth-while projects to build a better 
community? See what was accom- 
plished in Nehemiah’s day through co- 
operation (Neh. 4:6; 6:15). 


7. Are we helpful citizens, aiding 
wherever possible in the relief of suf- 
fering? (Rom. 12:13, 20.) 


8. In our social life and recreation do 
we “shine as lights in the world”? (Phil. 
2: 15.) 


‘ 9. Are we loyal, regardless of conse- 
quences, to God and the right? (Prov. 
14: 34.) 


Next week we shall discover some of 
the requirements for personal efficiency. 
Ask an athletic coach and a doctor how 
temperance helps to fit one for life. 
Learn Daniel 1:8a. 


ALPAUGH, CALIF. 
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This Week's Questions Answered 
(The questions are on page 336) 


1. The Pharisees were the extreme re- 
ligionists, the self-righteous, while the Hero- 
dians were thoroughgoing-worldlings, utterly 
unrighteous. Yet both are found in opposi- 
tion to Christ. 


2. They hoped to entangle him so that 
he would have to answer in such a way 
that his influence would be destroyed. 


3. If he deciared they should pay the 
tribute money, it would offend the Jewish 
nationalists; and if he forbade the payment, 
it would be grounds for the charge of dis- 
loyalty to the government. 

4. That our duties to God and our duties 
to the government are not in conflict. 

5. They were silenced and amazed at his 
clear reasoning, but their hearts were un- 
reached. 

6. Apparently not, as according to Mat- 
thew’s Gospel he came to tempt the Lord 
Jesus (com. Mark 12:28 and Matt. 22:35). 

7. The command to love God supremely, 
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for that covered all of the first table of 
the law. 

8. The command to love one’s neighbor 
as himself, for if one did this he would not 
violate any part of the second table. 

9. Yes. He acknowledged that Christ had 
given a perfect answer. 

10. As one not far from the Kingdom of 
God; but he had not yet entered in. 





The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 


By John W. Lane, Jr. 











May 29. Youth and the Homes of Tomorrow. 
1 John 4:19; Deut. 6:6-9. 


Sunday, May 22 


Being Popular without Sacrificing High 
Ideals (1 Cor. 13:4-7; John 8:29; 
2 Tim. 2:22-25). 





Mon.—Jesus, Friend of all (Luke 15:1-7). 

Tues.—Silent, but true to the truth 
(John 19:7-11). 

Wed.—Popular, but steadfast (Acts 4:13- 


Thurs.—Keep away from evil-doers (Prov. 


1:7-19). 

Fri—The habit of high living (1 Tim. 
6:6-12). 

Sat.—Popularity is fickle (Matt. 21:1-11; 
27:19-25). 











HERE is a mistaken notion that young 

people sometimes get that to be an out- 
and-out Christian one must necessarily 
be a difficult person to get along with, 
or at least a very solemn, doleful crea- 
ture, and unpleasant to have around. 
Dr. Griffith Thomas used to say of such 
folks that they read Philippians 4:4 as 
“Groan in the Lord alway: and again I 
say, Groan.” 

Nothing can be farther from the teach- 
ing of God’s Word. A true Christian, 
according to our Scripture reading in 1 
Corinthians 13, is to be long-suffering, 
kind, one who does not envy others, who 
does not push himself forward, who be- 
haves seemly, is unselfish, not easily pro- 
voked, does not think ill of others, takes 
no delight in evil, but delights in the 
truth and good, believes the best of 
others, and so on. 

Such a person is far from an uncom- 
fortable one to have around. God in- 
tends that Christians should be the most 
lovable and winsome and delightful peo- 
ple on earth. When Christians are not 
so, it is because they are not permitting 
the Lord Jesus to demonstrate his love 
and gentleness and winsomeness through 
them. 


se 


But on the other hand, let us not 
mistakenly think that yielded Chris- 
tians are going to be the most sought 
after and popular persons. ‘“Popular- 
ity,” according to the dictionary, and 
also according to general usage, means 
that quality or state of being in favor 
with the people at large. Let us not 
suppose for one moment that we will 
be in favor with the people at large, if 
we are truly seeking to follow the Lord 
Jesus. Christ himself was not popular 
in this sense. 

You will remember that, early in his 
ministry, when men beheld his power 
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.our heavenly Father. 
- however great, is worth such a sacrifice. 
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to feed the multitude, there was a great 
rush to follow Christ. But when they 
heard his deeper teaching concerning 
the Bread of Life, and what it really 
meant to follow him, we read that “from 
that time many of his disciples went 
back, and walked no more with him.” 
We will recall, too, that the crowd that 
shouted “Hosanna!” and spread their 
garments in the way as he rode into 
the city on what we call Palm Sunday, 
a few days later were shouting, “Crucify 


‘him.” “The servant is not above his 


master” (Matt. 10:24). 


b- 

But this question of popularity is not 
one that can be lightly dismissed. 
There is a very real and acute prob- 
lem with Christian young people. No 
normal young person really enjoys being 
unpopular. It is most natural to want 
to please others and to be approved by 
them. But if we are to be true followers 
of our Lord we shall have to see that 
there are some things infinitely more im- 
portant and worth while than popularity. 


-When we sacrifice the higher things in 


order to win the approval of others, we 
sacrifice our own self-respect, and more 
than this, we sacrifice the approval of 
No popularity, 


5-4 

But is it worth while to be unpopular 
if necessary for Christ’s sake? No one 
who has ever known the real fellow- 
ship of the Lord Jesus can question 
that it is indeed worth while. Christ 
can satisfy us so that we will count it 
all joy to forego a little popularity in 
this life for his sake. He can give 
us friends whose approval and fellow- 
ship are worth more than all the shouts 
of the crowd. And we have his assur- 
ance also of future reward, for if we 
“suffer, we shall also reign with him” 
(2 Tim. 2:12), and he has promised to 
confess, before his Father, those who 
confess him before men. 

PHILADELPHIA. 
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Pretty Cloud 
A Girl of Virtuous Village 
By J. Harold Casto 


HE Orientak sun was just climbing 

out of its bed of soft purple hills and 
billowy pink clouds, when two women 
were seen filling their pails at the: vil- 
lage water trough. 

“Too bad, isn’t it?” said Mrs. Chang 
to Mrs. Li. “Just to think that Mrs. 
Yang was so unfortunate as to add 
another daughter to the family.” 

“Too bad, indeed,” replied Mr:. Li, 
“but that’s her penalty for not worship- 
ing the Son Goddess as she should have 
done last year.” 

In the Yang family’s shop on Main 
Street nothing out of the ordinary 
seemed to have occurred except that 
smiling Mrs. Yang, who usually waited 
on all customers, was now busy caring 
for her new baby girl. 

Days grew into weeks and months, 
and a pretty merry-faced little girl was 
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seen trailing her mother about the place, 
but few seemed to notice her, and none 
complimented her father and mother. 

“Come, - Pretty Cloud,” said Pretty 
Cloud’s mother one day. “We must fix 
your feet now so you will be like all 
other respectable girls.” 

“Ai-yo! How it hurts. Ma! Ma! It 
pains terribly. I think I shall die!” 

“But you don’t want to lose face and 
be called a slave, do you?” 

At length the feet were bandaged, and 
Pretty Cloud could not run about and 
play as she used to do. 

But one day, not long after her feet 
had been bound, her father came home 
with good news for little Pretty Cloud. 

“‘All girls are requested to unbind 
their feet,’ reads a proclamation I have 
just seen,” announced her father. 

What a glad day for Pretty Cloud 
when those ugly painful bandages were 
removed from her aching feet! 

Five years passed. Her father died 
and was buried at the foot of the rice 
field on the eastern slope below their 
house. Daily they became poorer, too 
poor in fact to buy incense and paper 
to burn before the family altar. They 
had tried to be faithful to their pagan 
gods in hopes that the gods would care 
for them, but they had granted only pov- 
erty and hunger. 

“Ma!” yelled Pretty Cloud from the 
street one evening. “Come and_ look !” 
Others were running toward the village 
entrance, and Pretty Cloud’s mother 
hurried along with them. What a strange 
sight! Coming down the road toward 
their village was one of the queerest 
looking persons they had ever seen. 
Could he really be a person, he looked 
so strange? 

“Look how very tall he is, Mother !” 

“Look at that great big nose — how 
ugly it is.” 

“What makes his hair so light?” 

Then that evening in Pretty Cloud’s 
tumbledown shack: “Mother, as that 
foreigner passed us today, did you notice 
what an awful pale green color his eyes 
were? I’m afraid of him,” said Pretty 
Cloud, as she tried in vain to go to sleep. 

“Don’t be afraid,” comforted her 
mother, “he has not come to harm us.” 

“Are you sure? You’re joking! Any- 
how, I’ll sneak: over to Wang’s inn to- 
morrow and have another peep at him.” 

In a very little and very dirty Chinese 
inn, on a very rough and narrow Chinese 
village street, the foreigner tried to 
make himself as comfortable as possible 
for the ‘night. 

Bang! Bang! Bang! came the sound 
of little fists pounding on the door of 
the inn. “Open the door!” cried happy 
child voices. 

“Who are you, and what do you 
want?” called the missionary. 

“We want to come in and see you. We 
want to hear you sing a ‘Jesus song,’” 
came the insistent voices outside the 
door. 

The door opened and in trooped Pretty 
Cloud and some of her chums. 

“How would you like to learn to sing 
this song?” asked the missionary, after 
he had sung for them ‘Jesus Loves Me’ 
in Chinese. 

“Fine! Teach it to us,” came the eager 
reply. 

In less than half an hour they had 
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learned to sing it very nicely, and of 
course Pretty Cloud learned it first and 
best. 

“We must go home now,” said Pretty 
Cloud, “but we'll come back tomorrow 
and learn some more. Good-by.” And 
with a sweet smile and a polite little 
bow Pretty Cloud and her chums ran 
off to their homes. 

In less than a week Pretty Cloud could 
sing from memory five or six hymns, 
but her chums did not come so faith- 
fully, and could not sing even one hymn 
clear through without Pretty Cloud’s 
help. 

“Jesus must have been a very nice 
man,” said Pretty Cloud one evening. 

“Yes, the Lord Jesus was the best man 
that ever lived. He is in Heaven now, 
and is living. and will come back to 
earth some day. He loves you more than 
anyone else can possibly love you, just 
as the song says, and he wants to save 
you and take you to live in Heaven.” 

“Do you love Jesus?” asked Pretty 
Cloud. 

“Of course I do. I have come all this 
way to tell you about him.” 

“I love Jesus, too,” said Pretty Cloud 
sweetly, and the missionary’s heart was 
glad. 


PORTLAND, OREG. 





[ With the New Books 


Modern Religious Liberalism. By John 
Horsch. (Bible Institute Colportage As- 
sociation, 843-845 N. Wells St., Chicago, 
$1.50.) The existence of two mutually ex- 
clusive religions within the Christian 
Church may seem, to the casual ob- 
server, to be an impossibility. To say 
that Modernism has more in common 
with Buddhism and Confucianism than 
it has with historic Christianity may 
sound harsh and uncharitable. This, 
however, is the inescapable conclusion, 
as the author demonstrates with in- 
numerable quotations from the leading 
liberals of the past decade. Modern 
apostasy is exposed with a thoroughness 
that cannet be denied. The book has 
already proved its worth by passing 
through two editions, and the revisions 
of the third edition considerably enhance 
its value. The chapter on Communism, 
which has been added, is worthy of spe- 
cial mention, for that most significant 
subject is handled with exceptional pen- 
etration. This volume would be of in- 
terest to anyone who is even mildly con- 











spiritually from 
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with our personal 
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“MOUNTAIN PEAKS OF PROPHECY” 


Every Christian should be familiar with the great prophecies of the Bible. 
Some of them were made centuries before fulfilment. This correspondence 
course of Moody Bible Institute brings the facts of each of the more im- 
portant prophecies. In two ti aes 

There are 16 courses in the list for home study. Check those in which 
you are most interested. Christians in all parts of the world have profited 
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cerned with religion; and certainly, no 
one who is vitally interested in the truth 
of the Gospel can afford to overlook the 
facts herewith presented. 


The Old Testament and Méessiah’s 
Reign on Earth. By Frank Hamilton. 
(Loizeaux Bros., New York City, 20 
cents.) Drawing upon references from 
every division of the Old ‘Testament 
books, Mr. Hamilton has brought to- 
gether the teachings of this part of the 
Word of God concerning the millennial 
reign of Christ. These verses have then 
been grouped together according to the 
light they throw upon various aspects of 
Messiah’s reign. The Word itself is al- 
lowed to speak, for example, concerning 
the characteristics of the Messiah, the 
significance of the Messianic rule to the 
redeemed of Israel, the nature of the 
Holy Land during this period, and kin- 
dred topics. 

Herein lies the true excellence of the 
book. By his compilation of these Scrip- 
ture verses, Mr. Hamilton has allowed 
us to gaze upon the Spirit’s own pic- 
ture of the King and the Kingdom. Bible 
students will be grateful to him for af- 
fording them the opportunity of having 
in such convenient form the testimony 
of the prophets to the Coming One. 
Every Christian reader will have his 
heart warmed anew as he reads the 
cumulative testimony of these men of 
God to the glories of the millennial 
reign. 

Exception must be taken, however, to 
one or two features of the book. On 
page 65, in referring to Daniel 12:6, 7, 
Mr. Hamilton says, “It seems very plain 
that ‘a time, times, and a half’ can only 
[boldface his] mean three and a half 
millenniums; three and a half centuries, 
or any shorter period, would have been 
completed long ago.” This seems ques- 
tionable reasoning. He then declares 
that the millennium will probably begin 
in 1963, and date-setting is both unwise 
and unscriptural. 

Again, though he uses the American 
Standard Version in his quotations, Mr. 
Hamilton does not hesitate to make re- 
visions in the text because of his own 
interpretations (see footnotes, pages 20, 
37). Mr. Hamilton’s right to his own 
interpretation cannot be denied, but it 
is dangerous to change the actual word- 
ing of Scripture on any grounds other 
than textual evidence. It will not do 
to change the wording of a Scripture 
passage, and explain it in a footnote by 
saying: “The text reads, ‘from’; but I 
think it must have originally been ‘to.’” 


An Opportunity to Hear 
Recent News from Belgium 


EADERS of the Times and their 

friends who for the last twenty 
years have followed the rapid progress 
of the Belgian Gospel Mission will be 
glad to know that Miner B. Stearns, 
Dean of the Mission’s Bible Institute, is 
now in America. His name is familiar 
to many, for he is the son of the late 
D. M. Stearns, widely known asa Bible 
teacher and pastor through whose in- 
strumentality thousands of dollars were 
sent to foreign mission fields. Miner 
Stearns is a graduate of the University 
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Lesson for May 22 


of Pennsylvania and of the Dallas The- 
ological Seminary, and has been a mem- 
ber of the Belgian Gospel Mission in 
Brussels for the last seven years. He is 
at the head of both branches of the Bible 
Institute in Brussels, where the teaching 
is given in the two languages of Bel- 
gium, French and Flemish. 

Mr. Stearns’ engagements for May and 
June are as follows: 

May 11.—First Presbyterian Church, Morri- 
sonville, TL 

May 16.—St. Louis Gospel Center, St. 
Mo. 

May 17.—Dallas Theological Seminary, Dal- 
las, Tex. 

May 20. —Interdenominational 
Women, Louisville, Ky. 

May 22.—Central Presbyterian Church, Ports- 
mouth, Ohio. 

May 25.—Calvary Baptist Church, Altoona, 
Pa. 

May 26.—Calvary Independent Church, Lan- 
caster, Pa. 

May 27, 28.—Harrisburg Bible School, 
risburg, Pa. 

May 29.—Royalton, Pa., and Calvary Inde- 
pendent Church, Harrisburg, Pa. 

June 5, 10.45 A. M.—Northfield M. E. Church, 
Northfield, N. J. 

June 5, 5 P. M.—Y. W. C. A., Atlantic City, 
N. J. 

June 5, 7.45 P. M.—First Baptist Church, At- 
lantic City, N. J. 

June 8.—St. Johns-by-the-Sea, Ventnor, N. J 

June 12, A. M.—Chelsea Baptist Church, 
Chelsea, N. J. 

June 12, P. M.—Absecon M. E. Church, Abse- 
con, N. J. 

June 22.—Grace Reformed Episcopal Church 
Scranton, Pa. 

June 26.—First Presbyterian Church, West 
Pittston, Pa. 

Jane 30.—First Presbyterian Church, Wilkes- 
Barre, Pa. 
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This Year's 


Central Keswick Conference 


HE fifth annual Central Keswick 
Conference will be held May 15-22 in 
Kansas City. 

The speakers will be Dr. Harry Hager, 
Pastor of the Bethany Reformed Church, 
Chicago; President J. Oliver Buswell, 
Jr., Wheaton College, Wheaton, IIll.; Dr. 
F. William May, President of the Kan- 
sas City Bible College; and Dr. Walter 
L. Wilson, the well known Christian 
physician of Kansas City. 

The services will be held in the Cen- 
tral Bible Hall, 105 East Thirty-first 
Street Terrace, Kansas City, Mo. 





For Family Worship 


By Ernest M. Wadsworth 
Director of 
The Great Commission Prayer League 





Following the Home Daily Bible Senktiie! 
on the International Uniform Sunday School 
8, issued by the International Sunday 

chool Lesson Committee. 


May 16 to 22 


Mon.—Mark 12:13-17. Earthly Loyalties. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “The things that 
are Cesar’s.” Respect is due rulers. 
Their high position deserves approbation 
and loyalty. The Christian who most 
fears God most honors the king. Joseph, 
Daniel, the prophets, and the apostles 
exhibited loyalty. Fear God, and honor 
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the king. “Render unto all their dues.” 
Pray for Victorious Life Testimony, 1201 
Chestnut Street, Philadelphia. 
Tues.—Mark 12:28-34. Heavenly Loyalties. 

PRAYER SvuGGESTIONS: “Which is the 
first commandment?” It is not enough 
to know the right. ‘Knowledge of good 
to be done without power and love 
would leave a man worse off than in a 
state of ignorance. A new heart and 
a new spirit implanted by the Holy 
Ghost, upon a full and dependent appli- 
cation to Christ, the only Saviour, in- 
sure “heavenly loyalties.” Pray for 
Scandinavian Alliance Mission, 2839 Mc- 
Lean Avenue, Chicago. 


Wed.—John 17:13-19. Citizens of Two Worlds. 


PRAYER SucGcesTions: “Not of the 
world.” The “Celestial Country” is our 
native land. Yet as pilgrims and 


strangers on this earth we all have defi- 
nite social, civic, and national responsi- 
bilities. Passed-up opportunities for 
Christian service often appear later in 
dance hall -devotees, sons and daughters 
of wickedness, and even in youthful 
murderers. We have a solemn respon- 
sibility as lights in this world. Pray for 
Highway Evangelism, 3020 Broadway, 
Chicago. 


Thurs.—1 Peter 2:13-25. Duties of Citizens. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Behavior un- 
seemly” (marg.) Worldly opinion is 
important. We must not be moved by 
the world’s commendations or censures, 
but we cannot be indifferent to its esti- 
mates of character and conduct. A good 
reputation is a valuable asset in Chris- 
tian service. Well-doing puts a mute 


upon foolish ignorance. Love never be- 
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GOSPEL TENTS 


Headquarters for Various Size Tents— 
Rental or Sale 





| NEW AND USED TENTS | 


Camp Tents and Equipment of all Kinds 


THE BARNETT CANVAS GOODS CO., MFGRS. 
138 Arch Street, Philadelphia Ph. Mar. 2160 


“THE CROSS ON A HILL” 


Anew Hymn, words and music, to the beloved ‘‘Church 
in the Wildwood.’’ Has a vital, inspiring, Gospel 
message. Send 10c for 2 copies, or 25¢ for 10 copies, 
with story ofits writing. Send stamps or coin addressed to 


Tullar Studio Box 246-M Orange, N. J. 




















pig of Quality 


, ALUMINUM or 
SILVER PLATE 


Jram idual 
Glasses 


FINEST 
Worxmansmip 


<_— 
Lowest Prices. 


‘or Illustrated Catalog 
INDIVIDUAL COMMUNION SERVICE CO. 
Room 353 1701-1703 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 


Modern Religious 
Liberalism 23:32 


Modernism, variously termed ‘‘Higher Criti- 
cism,"’ the ‘‘ New Theology,"’ and ‘‘Liberalism,”’ 
which is everywhere in conflict with the true Chris- 
tian faith, is here fully exposed—its character, its 
teachings, its advocates, its methods, its extent, 
its dangers, its deceit, and its antidote. A promi- 
nent Bible teacher says : 

“It is fair, clear, scholarly, bold. No soldier 

in the ranks of the evangelical lists today can 

afford to be ignorant of its contents. 

12 mo. 320 pages, Library cloth covers, $1.50 


BIBLE INSTITUTE COLPORTAGE ASS'N 
837 N. Wells Street Chicago, Ill. 
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Let us send you 
a booklet entitled 
“A Gift That 
= Lives.” It tells you 
about the plan and 


how it works out. 





@ Maybe it merely supplements irregular 
earnings ...Maybe it’s just the difference be- 
tween peace of mind and frequent worry . 

Maybe it’s all there is to protect old age... 


There are many situations in life which an An- 
nuity Agreement of the American Bible Society 
can take care of successfully. 


It can be planned to provide for yourself, for a 
relative or a friend. And when once it is arranged 
there is no further bother. No coupons to clip— 
no papers to keep track of... 
check which arrives at regular intervals. Such 
checks have been bringing comfort and peace of 
mind to thousands. And for over 90 years those 
checks have never failed, regardless of business 
conditions. 


Just accept the 


Then too, there is a great personal satisfaction 
to every one who secures such an Annuity Agree- 
‘ment. For they help to extend the all-important, 
world-wide Bible ministry of the American Bible 
Society. 
MAIL THE COUPON TODAY 


rc 
| American Bible Society, Bible House, New York, N. Y. 
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haves itself “unseemly.” Pray for bless- 
ing upon the broadcasts of Charles E. 
Fuller, D.D., Box 123, Los Angeles, Calif. 


Fri.—Daniel 2:17-24. 
God the Founder of Governments. 
PraYER SucGcesTions: “He removeth 
kings, and setteth up kings.” God is 
ruler over all. Some kings he uses as 
“battle-axes” and as “weapons of war.” 
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people and advance his purposes. God 
controls the affairs of nations. He is 
present even when he seems to have for- 
saken the land (Zech. 11:6). Pray for 
All-Russian Evangelical Christian Mis- 
sion, 156 Fifth Avenue, New York. 

Sat.—Romans 13:1-7. Duties to Rulers. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “God’s servant.” 
The Christian’s duty in relation to the 


Rulers are raised up to befriend God’s’ State is clear. God, who assigns the po- 
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@ Many a western traveler viewing the soul-stirring 
200-mile pageant of the Yakima Detour between Yakima 
and Tacoma-Seattle, Washington, has called it “the 
highlight of my entire trip.” You can include this 
superbly scenic highway on your way to or from the 
Pacific Coast by routing via the Northern Pacific Rail- 
way. You'll see Washington’s “Garden of Eden”; giant 
virgin forests; crashing rivers; Emmons Glacier, the 
nation’s largest; and, above all, lofty Mount Rainier. 

Enjoy this unusual experience this sum- 
mer. For information and free travel litera- 


representative or write to 


E. E. NELSON, 
202 Northern Pacific Railway, St. Paul, Minn. 
ROUTE OF THE AIR-CONDITIONED 


NORTH COAST LIMITED 
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sition and power of administrators, calls 
upon individuals to submit to rightful 
authority. Righteousness in these mat- 
ters insures blessing. Pray for Ceylon 
and India General Mission, 128 S. Lom- 
bard Street, Oak Park, IU. 


Sun.—Psatm 15:1-5. The Christian Citizen. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “He that doeth 
these things shall never be moved.” 
New Testament principles appear in 
germ in the Old. Qualities of good citi- 
zenship in Zion are suitable for this or 
any other land. Exemplary Christians 
have a telling influence in this world. 
Examples of marvelous citizens are 
found in both Testaments. “Be ye fol- 
lowers of them.” Pray for the Africa 
Inland Mission, 373 Carlton Avenue, 
Brooklyn, N. Y. 





READERS OF 


The Sunday School Times 


WHO GO ON THE 


SIXTH ANNUAL 


Christian Fellowship Tour 


TO ALASKA 
LEAVING CHICAGO, JULY 11 
Will return by way of the Yakima Detour and 
Rainier National Park, spending nearly two days 
in the Park and on Mt. Rainier. 
For complete information and rates, address 


Mr. JOHN W. LANE, JR. 


Associate Editor 
THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 
325 N. 13th Street Philadelphia, Pa. 


The Sunday School Gines 


President and Publisher 
Puitrie E. HowarpD 
Editor and Vice-President 
CHARLES GALLAUDET TRUMBULL 





Subscelption Rates 


The Sunday School Times is published 
weekly at the following rates, payable in 
advance, for either old or new sub- 
scribers, in the United States and Pos- 
sessions. These rates include postage. 


$2.25—One copy, or any number of 
copies less than five, $2.25 each, per year. 
One copy, five years, $8.75. 


$1.75—Five or more copies, either to 
separate addresses or in a package to 
one address, $1.75 each, per year. 


CANADA AND FOREIGN COUNTRIES 


For each Canadian subscription add 25 cents 
to these rates for postage. For each foreign 
subscription add 50 cents for postage. 


Christian Youth 


Christian Youth is _ published 
weekly at the following rates, pay- 
able in advance, in the United States oa 2 
and Possessions. These rates includege =z 
postage. = 

75 cents—One or more copies tom 
individual addresses, 75 cents each, 
per year. 

52 cents—Five or more copies, in a 
package to only one address, 52 
cents each, per year. 


The Sunday School Times Company 
325 N. Thirteenth St., Philadelphia, Pa. 
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Off for the North Woods! 


eet from a camp on the shore of one of the large lakes in Maine, these boys 
have just begun a six-weeks trip of some 250 miles through the lakes and rivers of 
the wilderness stretching up toward the Canadian border. They will catch trout and 
salmon, and see wild ducks, herons, mink, porcupine, deer, perhaps a bear or two, and 
many other species of birds and animals, 





Hundreds of boys and girls will go to such camps this summer all over North 
America. Those who go to the many fine camps where the directors and councilors are 
consecrated Christian men and women have a tremendous advantage over others, for they 
are taught of the beauties and wonders of nature by those who know that it is all God’s 
handiwork, and who desire above all things to lead the boys and girls to Christ. In this issue 
are testimonies from boys and girls telling of blessings received at Christian summer camps. 
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Five Bible Study Books 
Offered to You 
Without Money Cost 


From answers to questions asked recently of our readers it is estimated that — 


Only half of our Sunday school workers own a concordance. (Index 
of the Bible by verses.) How can the other half find an unfamiliar verse? 


A still smaller number of them own a Bible dictionary. (Explanation 
of Bible words.) What answers can the others give to many Bible questions? 


Less than one in every four of them own a Bible textbook. (Index 
of the Bible by subjects.) This book saves hours of time, and gives you hundreds of 
references on a wide range of Bible teaching. 


One third of our readers are making use of the Scofield Reterence 
Bible. (The King James Version with its extraordinary helps and chain references.) 
This edition of the Bible will increase the efficiency of every teacher. Included with 
this is a copy of “A Year’s Bible Course.” 


How You Can Get These Books 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES will give all five of these vitally necessary Bible study books 
listed below, in return for only 25 new Ten Weeks Get Acquainted subscriptions to the TIMEs, at 
25 cents each. These books have been offered individually by us before, and if obtained separately 
they would require 32 Ten Weeks subscriptions, but in this combination offer we are giving them 
in return for only 25 trial subscriptions. 


The Bible Text Book 
A Year’s Bible Course 


Cruden’s Concordance 
Smith’s Bible Dictionary 
The Scofield Reference Bible 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES believes that these books will increase the efficiency of every 
Christian worker using them, and is glad to make this extraordinary offer to its readers and their 
fellow workers. 


This plan is very simple: We will send you 25 copies of THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES. 
Hand these copies to a number of your acquaintances; tell them what you are working for, 
and ask each of them to help by giving you 25 cents for a Ten Weeks’ subscription. As 
soon as you get the full number (25), send the names and addresses of the new Ten Weeks 
subscribers with a remittance of $6.25. When we receive your list of names and addresses, 
with remittance, we will enter the subscriptions on our mailing list, and will send the five 
books to your address, postage prepaid. 


A postal card telling us where and-when to send the 25 sample copies of THE SuNDAy SCHOOL TIMES 
to you will bring them promptly, with a letter and an order blank and return envelope, together 
with full information about the paper. We Will also send you copies of two interesting circulars 
about the Timegs, for distribution among your friends when you hand them the sample copies. 
Mail your postal card today ! 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES COMPANY 
325 N. THIRTEENTH STREET PHILADELPHIA, PENNA. 























